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NECC students 
perform on new 
piano in Lawrence 


The Butterfly Place: 
A nice place to visit 


NECC launches 
nationwide pilot 
project for math 


“Northern Essex Community 
College has always had a special 
focus on developmental programs,” 
Motta said. 

Meehan also expressed his feel- 
ings about NECC piloting the pro- 
gram, “lam delighted and encouraged 
that Northern Essex Community 
College will take the lead in directing 
this timely and important program.” 


Wh eon 
C C Meehan _pre- 


sented the check 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


Rep. Marty Meehan presented 
the Massachusetts Community 
College. system.(MACC). with a 
three-year $680}400~grant forthe 
new “100% Math Project” at a cere- 
mony on the Lawrence campus of 
NECC on Tuesday, 
Oct: 29. 

The program is 
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Weber: Tensions in Middle East 


are result of US support of Israel 


Middle East expert 
Jrom Salem State 
offers his insight 


By STEVE GILLEO 
News Editor 


Dr. Michael Weber, Middle East 
expert and professor at Salem State 
College, lectured students and facul- 
ty on Oct. 31 in the Bentley Library 
Conference area. 

The conference was sponsored 


by the Office of Faculty Staff 


Development and was attended by 
close to 80 students and faculty 
members. 

Weber’s topics of discussion 
ranged from local politics to the 
Middle East and U.S. foreign policy. 

“Things change, not necessarily 


in ways that are predictable or attrac- 
tive,” Weber said regarding 
America’s reaction to the brutal ter- 
rorist attack, one year later. 

“September 11th changed every- 
thing,” Weber said. 


to our government’s complete sup- 
port of Israel as a state. 

Weber stated that the disputes 
between Israel and Palestine do not 
date back to the Crusades, but rather 
World War I. There was a land dis- 
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Things change, not necessarily in ways 
that are predictable or attractive. 


—Dr. Michael Weber 


Nobody would dare argue that, 
but what can be done for the future to 
alleviate tension in the Middle East? 
To answer this, Weber pointed out 
that much of the tension stems back 


pute long before Israel was a state, 
and many terrorist groups vent their 
hostilities at Israel and the United 
States because of it 


See Professor, page 6 


the success rates in 

math among the community college 
students will greatly expand educa- 
tion and work options available to 
community college graduates 
throughout the state.” 

Janice Motta, MACC executive 
director, announced NECC will host 
the pilot program, which will be used 
nationally. 


Hartleb 
then added to the short comedy rou- 
tine by presenting Meehan with a 
NECC sweatshirt. 

“We spared no expense,” he said. 

MACC is partnering with 
EnabLearning, Inc., a Cambridge- 
based software company; Wellesley 
College and Lesley University. 


See NECC, page 6 
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Sen. Bruce Tarr, Sen. Steven Baddour, Rep. David Torrisi. Rep. Marty 
Meehan, Sen. Sue Tucker, MACC executive director Janice Motta and 
NECC president David Hartleb are all smiles after the kick off cere- 


mony for 100% Math Project. 
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Why should you 
be proud to 
attend NECC? 


Remember the day when stu- 
dents were almost ashamed to 
say they went to Northern Essex 
Community College? Back when 
people called it NECCO not 
NECC. 

Well, the times have changed. 
Now students are proud to be 
going to school here. 

Why shouldn’t they be? 

The college has just launched 
a new math program that will be 
nationwide soon, broke ground 
for a new technology building 
and continues to grow each 
semester. 

That’s right, NECC continues 
to grow each semester, not just 
every year. 

It’s a sign that if you are a 
student here you should be 
proud. 

Students used to think if they 
received their associate’s degree 
from NECC their credits would- 
n’t be transferable to the 4-year 
college of their choice. Well, 
guess again. At the recent 
Transfer Day the Academic 
Advising Center held, most stu- 
dents found out their credits do 
indeed transfer. If you missed 
Transfer Day, don’t fret, you will 


have another chance in April. 

Many community colleges 
don’t even have an athletics pro- 
gram. NECC has a full athletic 
department, and, to quote a 
famous musical, “If you can’t be 
an athlete, be an athletic sup- 
porter.” 

Both the men and women’s 
basketball teams went to the 
MCCAC and NJCAA tourna- 
ments last year. The men made 
an early exit, but the women won 
the MCCAC title. Not too shab- 
by. 

There are so many reasons to 
be proud of attending NECC, 
Which one would you pick? 

Even the Halloween party, 
lame to some people, was a hit 
on campus. Just check out some 
of your fellow students in the 
photo essay on the back page. 

The Student Activities 
department is always trying to 
have fun events for the students; 
some enjoy them and some just 
kind of laugh at them. You can 
enjoy them if you want. You 
don’t have to follow the leader 
all the time. You’re an adult now, 
in college, time to make your 
own decisions. 

As you can see this school 
has. so much to offer, it’s time 
students become proud to be a 
NECC student. 
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What would you like the new 
technology building to offer? 


Justin Sobalvarro, Graphic Design 
“I want computers, on science tables 
with stools and sinks.” 


John Marr, General Studies 

“The technology center should have 
a Playstation 2 with Grand Theft 
Auto.” 


Chris Gregg, Graphic Design 
“T want to see more Macs available 
for students.” 


Michael Boucher Photos 


Linda Desjardins, Faculty 
“It would be nice if it had a perform- 
ing arts center.” 


Anthony Torres, Graphic Design 
“There should be more computers 
for students so they can do their 
assignments.” 


Irving Madera, Computer Technology 
“A recreation area would be good.” 


Page 3 NECC Observer 


Nov. 6, 2002 


Pass the butter and fat please Teachers show 
support to students 


“Gee golly 
America, 
you’re fat.” I 
don’t mean 
you're cool. 
This country 
has a_ huge 


problem with 
obesity and it’s 
getting bigger. 

I personally 
didn’t know 
about this epidemic until I heard it on 
television. It was on the news, The 
headline said, “65% of Americans are 
overweight” in big letters and I was 
shocked. This is one colossal issue. 
The magnitude and severity that this 
problem poses could cause a dilemma 
that Americans can’t get themselves 
out of. 

I did some research. Medical 
sources on the Internet show that peo- 
ple overweight usually have health 
problems such as heart disease and 
type two diabetes. Obese children and 
adolescence have been increasing 
from 13 percent nationwide. That’s 
one out of every eight kids. It’s 
incredible how high that percentage 
is. This means the average public 
school has 30-40 percent overweight 
students. To make the matter worse, 
there have been ‘eports that these 
overweight children and adolescents 
will develop deadly health condi- 
tions. 

Curiously I ask what are the par- 
ents doing. Obviously they aren’t 
doing anything. Some parents don’t 
even know what types of diets are 
appropriate for their child. A kid 
doesn’t need four Poptarts, a bowl of 
cereal, two English muffins, and a 
glass of orange juice just for their 
breakfast. Some public schools are 
taking a stand to monitor and prevent 
overweight children in their schools. I 
don’t mean that they are denying a 
student from entering their school. 
That would be first degree discrimi- 
nation. | am referring to what some 
schools in Los Angeles did. 

In Los Angeles they banned soda 
in their school. Now that may not 
seem like they are doing anything but 
the consumption of soda is very pop- 
ular with teens. Studies have proven 
that the calories in soda are not 


burned off by the average teen. Also 
teens drink more soda than they 
should. By lowering the amount of 
calories these teens consumed, the 
amount of overweight teens 
decreased. 

The schools in Los Angeles are 
doing what parents should be doing, 
monitoring their children. Children 
aren’t bright. We should all know 
this. We were all once children. Self 
control is hard to come by in today’s 
kids. They join gangs, go to late night 
parties, do drugs, and have sex at 
early ages. It is not too surprising to 
find a kid sitting in front of a televi- 
sion eating chips as a form of a paci- 
fier. Parents just need to do their job 
to prevent having overweight chil- 
dren. 

Adults have a bigger, bulkier task 
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Its a scientific fact 
that fat tastes 
good. 


to tackle in the battle of the obese and 
overweight. It’s hard to overcome 
something that has become a routine 
for you. And it’s so easy to go to your 
local McDonald’s to grab a fast lunch. 
All fast food restaurants do is create 
high calorie foods that you love to 
eat. It is also the same food you love 
to hate after it gives you heart disease, 
strokes, type two diabetes, and can- 
cer. 

It’s a scientific fact that fat tastes 
good. I love fat. Everybody loves fat. 
Fat is in that chocolate bar you love to 
devour. Fat is in that strawberry short- 
cake with the French vanilla butter 
créme frosting. Fat is even in your 
egg that you just boiled. Fat is also a 
covert killer of about 300,000 people 
each year. You'll still be eating fat 
after all these facts. You have to eat it. 
It’s part of your survival. 

Obesity and overweight people 
cost about $117 billion dollars in 
2000 and it accounts for 61% of all 
adult Americans. For all the miscon- 
ceptions people have know this. 
Anyone, any race, any gender, any 
creed, any religion, any whatever can 
be overweight. Even though the 
Surgeon General where I got most of 


my information from said that certain 
people are more likely to be over- 
weight than others, it doesn’t mean 
anything. Were all people so we are 
all the same. What affects Dick is 
going to affect Harry if they have they 
same diets and habits. 

I think it’s stupid that people 
blame others for their own problems. 
If you’re overweight that’s your own 
problem. Caesar Barber is an idiot. 
This guy lived on a diet of fast foods 
regularly and is now — suing 
McDonalds, Burger King, Wendy’s, 
and KFC for millions of dollars. He 
blames them for his heart attacks and 
strokes. He says if they told him the 
risks of eating their food as often as 
he did, he wouldn’t have been eating 
their food as often. I hope he doesn’t 
win his lawsuit. He is an idiot. These 
fast food restaurants should not be 
responsible for his incompetence. 

Maybe a fair lack of intelligence 
in people coincides with being over- 
weight. If this is true our government 
will have to take control of the situa- 
tion. They will have to take million of 
dollars in tax money to research about 
the “hunger” hormone leptin. Leptin 
is suppose to be the hormone that 
makes you hungry. If you can control 
it, which some scientists say they can 
do, you can almost instantly eliminate 
the weight in overweight people. It is 
sad though that our government 
would have to take such a role similar 
to a parent to make sure we treat our- 
selves properly. 

Instead of “passing the butter” go 
out and exercise. Just 30 minutes of 
exercise at least five days a week can 
do wonders. About 40% of people in 
this country don’t exercise. Only 30% 
commit to recommended amounts of 
exercise. Exercise prevents people 
from becoming overweight and it also 
prevents some cancer, heart disease, 
some diabetes, and strokes. 

If you’ve seen me lately, I’m pret- 
ty skinny. I still try to exercise when | 
can. My family is not in the habit of 
eating fast food regularly. And that’s 
good. The evidence is apparent. None 
of us are overweight. My diet consists 
of eating foods according to the food 
pyramid chart. Calories are a com- 
modity just like fat and salt. You’re 
not supposed to abuse it. Drop your 
fork, shut off the television, and take 
a walk. Go do something good for 
yourself. 


I have been a student at NECC for 
a year and a half, which is equivalent 
to three semesters. The moment I left 
my last final before summer break, I 
realized that my first year of college 
had been successful and seem to 
breeze by. 

It was not until the beginning of 
my third semester this fall that I real- 
ized that I was going to face some 
challenges. It was the support and 
encouragement of my teachers that 
helped me get through my situation 
and move on. 

The first few weeks of school 
were going great. I loved all my class- 
es and teachers. I was excited and opti- 
mistic for what the third semester was 
going to offer. Unfortunately, I had a 
set back: just when I thought things 
were going well, I got slapped in the 
face. | began dealing with personal 
issues that forced me to drop out of 
college. This was a devastating point 
in my life. I still was attending my 
classes until I knew I could attend 
them no more. For about a week and a 


half I sat through classes knowing that 
one day I won’t be coming back. 

I don’t know if I had an 
angel watching over me, or just a little 
bit of luck left, but then I received 
news that I would not have to drop out 
from school. I was thrilled but then 
realized that it might be too late 
because I was so far behind in my 
classes. My situation forced me to 
email all my teachers on Friday after- 
noon. By Monday all my teachers 
responded with overwhelming emails. 
They all allowed me to make up my 
work and they were willing to discuss 
my situation with them. I was truly 
grateful to these teachers for helping 
me out; some teachers would automat- 
ically drop a student, but this story 
shows that teachers do care and are 
willing to help you if you make the 
effort. 

I want to thank my teachers who 
have helped me get past this obstacle | 
have had to face. It was these four 
individuals who helped me overcome 
and move on. They gave me the sup- 
port, confidence, motivation, and 
encouragement to help me continue 
my education. 


The library is 


Most of you have probably been 
to the library of our fine school. It 
offers tons of books and magazines 
for us to use. The staff that works 
there is very friendly and accommo- 
dating. Plus they also offer computer 
access. However, it’s the use of the 
computers that frustrates me. 

In the library, there are 20 com- 
puters that are available for Internet 
access, but only two of those comput- 
ers are available for word processing. 
I have seen a few people turned away 
from these computers because they 
were in use, and I think I have a solu- 
tion to this problem. The other com- 
puters in the library do have some 


almost perfect 


form of word processing, called Word 
Pad. If you need to type something 
out, type it on this. Then send the doc- 
ument to yourself via email. Use the 
black computer to download your 
document and open it with Microsoft 
Word. Make any adjustments you 
need to and print it out. This will 
increase efficiency and let everyone 
use the black computers to print out 
their documents. 

Also, if you are just in the library 
to surf, please don’t use the black 
computers. There are plenty of other 
computers that have Internet access. 
But, if you’re going to surf on these 
computers, don’t just play games. 
Other people need to use these com- 
puters for important purposes. Thank 


you. 


Send a letter to 


the Observer. 
Send Email to: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
Or drop letters off in our 


newsroom, F-129, 
Behrakis Student Center 


Stealing Harvard was 
not that bad of a movie 


Dear Editor, 


I am a Northern’ Essex 
Community College student. I was 
reading the latest issue of the school 
paper. The article that caught my 
attention was the one written on 
“Stealing Harvard.” The article stat- 
ed the movie really stunk and it is a 
waste of time watching it. 

Reading through your column I 
soon found out you really hated this 
movie. | think you may have been 
misleading by the story line of the 
production. 

You’re used to the typical Tom 
Green films where he picks up dead 
animals of the road and plays with 
them. His usual comedy consists of 
cheap, not very well thought out, 
gross humor. “Stealing Harvard” 


was geared towards a different kind 
of audience. 

I found the movie to be quite 
hilarious. I thought this was one of 
the better Tom Green movies. It 
actually had a story line that made 
sense and had some relevance. 

They had a goal to accomplish 
something and did a lot of funny 
mistakes along the way. 

I thought this movie was good 
maybe you should give it a second 
chance with an open mind. 


Tim Kachel 
NECC Student 


Smokers are not just 
killing themselves 


Dear Editor: 


The reason | am writing this letter 
is because I disagree with permitting 
student smokers in the entrance of 
each building of NECC. 

As a student, I think that it is dan- 
gerous for students who do not like to 
smoke because in many seminars that 
I had in the college about smoking, I 
have learned that second hand smok- 
ers are exposed us many health risks 
as people who directly smoke, such 
as lung and heart diseases, hyperten- 
sion, pregnancy complications, early 
menopause, low birth weight babies, 
or simply respiratory problems. 

Second hand smoke also can 
bring many kinds of cancers such as 
lung cancer, oral cancer, pancreatic 
cancer, and cervical cancers. 

| understand that it is a very diffi- 


cult decision to leave smoking for the 
compulsive smokers. Students who 
do not smoke are exposed to second 
hand smoke without wanting to be. 
When I arrive at any building of the 
college | am taking the risk at getting 
lung or heart diseases because I 
breathe the smoke of cigarettes of the 
smokers. 

The college authorities should 
give smoking students a special area 
where they can smoke without risk- 
ing the health of others. Smoke is 
very dangerous to health. It is why I 
suggest that you ban smoking outside 
the doors of each building help to 
preserve many healthy lives of non- 
smokers. 


Maria Yagual 
NECC Student 
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CMA convention educational, but we had our fun too 


At the 
national 
College 
Media 
Convention 
in Orlando, 
Fla., | 
attended 
some great 
seminars on 
how to be a 
better jour- 
nalist and 
put out a better paper. Even taking 
away a few ideas will help improve 
my skills as a writer and as editor for 
this newspaper. 

It was funny to hear some of the 
other students saying they didn’t 
enjoy the seminars and they felt they 
hadn’t learned anything new. Those 
students are in for a rude awakening. 

If you are a journalism major and 
you think you are a great writer and 
you have no room for improvement, 


you couldn’t be more wrong. 

In one particular seminar, 
“Covering the BIG Story on 
Campus,” an adviser-from a two-year 
college in the San Francisco Bay area 
discussed how his student newspaper 


———————— 


nitely have been the murder story. All 
through the room you could hear 
shocked students gasping with mur- 
murs of things like, “Our adviser 
would never allow that to happen.” 
Funny, I said the same thing. 


His student newspaper put a 
muder on campus below the fold 


on page one. 


put a murder on campus below the 
fold on the front page. 

Can you guess what the lead story 
could have been for a murder story to 
be put below the fold? Ready for this? 
It was a story about a piano gala on 
their campus. Now as far as journal- 
ism goes, the lead story should defi- 


Ironically, the adviser went on to 
explain to us the next big story is the 
demise of technology in California. 
Maybe those students who live there 
should relocate and come-here to 
NECC, since we seem to be striving in 
technology. 

Though the seminars were educa- 


The airlines for airheads 


There was 
once a point in 
my life that I 
thought I would 
never travel on 
an aircraft. 
When my time 
came, it was 
definitely an 
cxperrence. 
Flying on a 
plane for the 
first time during post 9/11 is a big feat 
in itself. It’s hard to see a change in 
security in the air services when you 
haven’t been involved with it before. 
Security is definitely apparent but not 
on a regular routine. Airports are com- 
mercial money grabbers and there is 
no logical way that they would let 
security interrupt customers, or to 
them suckers, who are willing to 
spend a lot of money on nothing. The 
only way to be safe is to protect your- 
self and not to rely on others. 

This whole story is about my 
impressions of a post 9/11 airport. 
What I noticed most about the airports 
were the restaurants, bars, and conve- 
nience stores. I saw security walking 
around randomly just like at NECC. 
Everything was recently updated and 
looked new. The airport’s appearance 
was made to impress all who enter its 
doors. I didn’t like the escalator. It 
was too fast thus you might lose bal- 
ance when you step onto it. 

Waiting was surprisingly quick 
yet it always seemed long. Many 
elderly were scattered 
around waiting areas. 
Initially I didn’t want 
to find a trend but 
there is one to be 
noted. This may not 
be true nationally but 
at the airport I was 
leaving from there 
were few minorities 
and many white elderly. I don’t have a 
problem with this. History can prove 
that this trend was caused by the 
oppression of minorities not so long 
ago. If things were more equal back 
then as they are now I might have 
viewed a different scene. 

Besides seeing people, I saw cos- 
tumes. I left on Halloween and 


employees as well as travelers took 
the time to entertain the masses. One 
guy was dressed up as Goofy (and 
even kind of sounded like him). There 
was a woman at the McDonald’s in 
the airport who looked like a chroni- 
cally depressed Whinnie the Pooh. | 
was glad to see people being so fes- 
tive. It made me feel more comfort- 
able knowing people aren’t thinking 
about terrorism all day everyday. No 
one wants to go on a plane with pan- 
icking people, wannabe heroes, or 


Michael Boucher illistration 


This is somewhat like the plane 
ride... 


even terrorists. 

The actually trip on the plane was 
totally “wow”. Despite the fact the 
plane was visibly old (and probably 
needed some serious work), I enjoyed 
the ride. I did need more head room 
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Waiting was surprisingly quick yet it 
always seemed long. 


and leg space. It would have been nice 
to have comfier seats. The picture of 
seeing miniature cities and towns was 
breathtaking. Everything looked so 
fake. The land below seemed like it 
was part of an intricate design in a 
carpet. Cars were like shiny dashed 
lines that moved a lot slower than they 
were really going. I will say that I 


could have seen a whole lot more if 
the windows were bigger. Seeing the 
land below through the small panel 
window was like a viewing a cheap 
peep show. 

When the baby went off the trip 
started to stink. It literally stunk of 
some little baby’s “boo-boo poo- 
poo”. Some guy named Scott had 
“Happy Birthday” sung for him. 
Good for him. I got bored quickly. 
The plane ride had no real form of 
entertainment. They supplied maga- 
zines made by their company that pro- 
moted spending money on their prod- 
ucts rather than delivering quality 
information that’s interesting. 

Upon going back home the plane 
ride reached a tolerable median point. 
The only difference on the trip back 
home was that I would be stopping in 
two other cities and switching planes. 
1 was also flying back during the 
evening than noontime. Experiencing 
the neon glow and light show fanfare 
was totally cool. Nothing compares to 
seeing a city at night from thousands 
of miles in the air. Despite this I slept 
most of the way back and wrote this 
story. 

Flight attendants interacted on 
the planes on a less formal level and 
made the trip fun by adding humor. 
One attendant sung a little diddy like 
the Barney theme song (, “I love you, 
you love me...”). | got plenty of free 
drinks and peanuts. The peanuts tast- 
ed like sunflower seeds and I enjoy 
sunflower seeds. Free pizza and alco- 
hol for minors would have been a 
delightful treat but life can’t be per- 
fect. 

Upon arrival 
back at home, the 
pilot made a very 
poor landing. I 
believe it was 
Bingo the aircraft 
pilot who man- 
aged to land the 
plane unevenly 
on the left side 
before leveling off. To Bingo I say 
that wasn’t cool. The man really 
needs to know how to fly a plane 
before he gets someone hurt. Other 
than that, I escaped the plane 
unharmed and without being both- 
ered by security for the fourth time. 
Going home was a breeze. 


tional, we had our fun too. One. night 
we went to Planet Hollywood for din- 
ner and then shopping at Downtown 
Disney. 

Being a big Disney freak, | par- 
ticularly enjoyed the __ Jatter. 
Especially when I found my Figment 
pin. You do know who Figment is 
right? He’s a character at Epcot from 
the ride 
“Journey into 
Imagination,” 
and he is my 
absolute 
favorite. 

One of 
my other 
favorite pur- 
chases was 
my Tigger 
dressed in a 
hockey uni- 
form. Yup, 
that’s right 
my other 
favorite 
Disney char- 


in my favorite sport’s uniform. 

We didn’t get to see the famous 
mouse, but being at Downtown 
Disney was just as fun. Towards the 
end of the night I’m sure Deb, Kristin 
and Mike were sick of hearing me 
giggle at every thing in the stores. 

What can I say; I’m still a kid at 
heart. 


acter dressed Keepsake keychain from Planet Hollywood. 


Dude, bring back 
the Dell guy now 


(U-WIRE) BLOOMINGTON, 
Ind. - Everything must change. This 
is a natural fact of life. That which is 
seen as a guiding light into the dark- 
ness of uncertainty must eventually 
be taken down and replaced. We look 
to these guiding lights of humanity in 
order to help us find our way to 
knowledge and away from igno- 
rance. 

All across campus this week, 
every student and faculty member 
has this on his or her lips. Now, 
another man we all know is gone. 
Some of us loved him and his decid- 
edly pro-technology speeches, others 
were vehemently against him and his 
apparently repetitive rhetoric. Still, 
no matter what, he touched us all. He 
is perhaps a cornerstone of our gen- 
eration. 

He is “Steven, the Dell Guy.” 
And, according to Dell Computers, 
his time is up. 

From www.reuters.com, one of 
the leading financial sites on the 
Web, on Monday, Dell has decided 
that there may be an upcoming 
Steven backlash and is debating on 
whether or not to retire the character. 

“We're trying to look at some 
alternatives,” said Dell spokesman 
Bob Kaufman, oblivious to all those 
who he has stabbed in the back — all 
those who have put their faith and 
trust into a complete stranger to 
harangue them into buying a PC. 

I admit, I was one of those peo- 
ple. 1 own a Dell computer. Perhaps it 
is because the “Dude, you’re getting 
a Dell!” campaign affected me deep 
down in my heart. Although I had 
never admitted this, I think it’s true. 
If recent studies indicate anything, I 
think he’s touched you too. Dell sales 
have increased dramatically since 
Steven was brought on board in 
2000, even warranting him to jump 
from Dell’s original advertising 
agency Lowe to the DDB agency in 
2001. 

So popular was Steven, that Dell 
devoted a special section of their 
Web site to their much-loved 


spokesman (www.dell4me.com/dude). 
After being set up because of being 
“inundated by calls from adoring 
fans,” all things Steven can be found 
on this site, including his AIM name 
“DellDudeSteven.” Even “Dell 
Dude” apparel. 

His wit. His charm. His incessant 
commercials that seem to be played 
at every commercial break on every 
station. 

Dell is unsure of what to do now 
that Steven’s gone. They removed 
him, and now he’s just a mascot with 
nothing to promote. Sad, isn’t it? 
Truly, nothing lasts forever. Many 
people — including those who wish 
to remain anonymous — admired 
Steven. To say he was a hero to our 
generation would be to over-simplify 
it. Could it possibly be that we can no 
longer connect to the one we love so 
much? 

Not necessarily. 

For another has stepped down, 
and there is a vacancy for Steven. 
One which would allow him to be 
closer to we the students than ever 
before. 

That’s correct. | nominate Steven 
to step into Myles Brand’s shoes as 
the next president of Indiana 
University. 

Think about it: He would be the 
perfect candidate. From those Dell 
commercials, we know he sees edu- 
cation as a top priority, yet he’s also 
aware that some good-natured fun is 
just as important for today’s young 
person. At graduation, his short 
speech, “Dude, you’re getting your 
diploma!” would not only speed 
things up, but make an IU graduating 
class proud. What other Big Ten 
University has an advertising charac- 
ter as their acting president? 

Steven, the IU guy. Sounds nice, 
doesn’t it? So, if you want some 
changes around here academic-wise, 
make some noise. Petition and 
protest that you want Steven as your 
new IU president. He’d be a choice 
that’d certainly get the students out in 
droves. 

Oh, please. I hope he isn’t read- 
ing this. If he really does show up, 
pretend that I’m not here. 


: 
: 
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A good word in for the Honors Program 


Honors program 
recognized by 
Commonwealth 


By NANCY MADORE 
Contributing Reporter 


The NECC Honors Program has 
been recommended {or acceptance to 
the Commonwealth Honors Program 
Status. This status will effectively 
guarantee honors experience students 
acceptance into other honors _pro- 
gram colleges throughout the state, 
and improving their chances of 
acceptance into all other colleges. 

The review team, which is made 
up of professors from various honors 
colleges throughout Massachusetts, 
made the recommendation after visit- 
ing NECC on Oct. 9. 

Ginger Hurajt, honors coordina- 
tor at NECC, helped the college pre- 
pare for the team's visit. 

"There were a lot of criteria we 
had to meet," Hurajt said. Included 
in these were setting up a budget for 
the program, establishing an honors 
space, offering a colloquium course 


and offering scholarships to students 
who graduate with honors. 

Honor students—or any student 
with a 3.5 g.p.a—can take a three 
credit colloquium course, which can 
be used toward most degree pro- 
grams. This spring the colloquium 
course will be on the topic of "The 
Philosophy of the Good Life." 

Honors students also 
must complete three extra 
projects—usually research 
papers—in their courses, 
give an oral presentation to 
the class and honors com- 
mittee, and enroll in one 
campus activity. 

"There are a lot of bene- 
fits to the program, both aca- 
demic and social," said 
Renay McManus, ambas- 
sador for the honors experi- 
ence and former honors stu- 
dent. McManus graduated 
with honors last year in the 
general studies degree pro- 
gram, but has returned to NECC as a 
business transfer. 

One of the academic benefits for 
McManus was working on the extra 
projects, which she said taught her 
how to research a topic, sort out the 
data and present the information 


pro: 
social. 


intelligently. 

"It helped me learn to approach 
problems, organize, and complete the 
project," she said. 

Bridget St. Pierre, an honors 
experience student in the liberal arts 
degree program, said she feels the 
experience will assist her with schol- 
arships and acceptance into other 


—_¢4—— 


There are a lot of benefits to the 
gram, both academic and 


—Renay McManus 


schools. 
"The recognition is good," she 
said. "People take you seriously." 
Gail Haughton, who is in her 
third year at NECC, and working 
toward her degree in American Sign 
Language, said she hopes to get more 


out of her learning experience. 
"I wanted to have a deeper under- 


standing of certain subjects," 
Haughton said. 
Haughton's research projects 


reflect this desire. Her first project 
was a portrayal of William Tyndale, 
who translated the Bible on the first 
printing press. Her second project 
examined the importance of 
bilingual education in help- 
ing deaf people gain reading 
and writing skills. 
Haughton's third project, 
which she described as "my 
love," discussed computer- 
ized music, and "how the 
instruments talk to each 


other." 
These extra projects are 
particularly important 


because they are presented 

orally to the NECC honors 

committee and _— student 

peers. Students also have 

the opportunity to present 

their honors projects at state and 

national conferences, such as the 

National Collegiate Honors Council 

Conference in Chicago and the 

Undergraduate Research Conference 
in Boston. 

While these projects are often in 


the form of in-depth research papers, 
students do have some freedom in 
how they present them. Three stu- 
dents wrote, directed and starred in 
their own film. 

Many Honors Experience stu- 
dents expect better employment 
opportunities. 

"The honors experience brings a 
higher respect for my college experi- 
ence from others," said Haughton. 

The program also offers students 
social interaction and cultural activi- 
ties, including opportunities to attend 
museums, symphonies, films, plays 
and restaurants. 

"It is a worthwhile experience for 
students who want to go above and 
beyond the basic requirements," said 
Renay McManus. 

This year, about 12 students have 
participated in the honors experience 
at NECC. More than 20 students par- 
ticipated last year. 

"| think there are a lot of students 
who are honor students who just 
don't realize that they are," said Gail 
Haughton. 

Students interested in learning 
more about the honors program may 
contact Ginger Hurajt at 978-556- 
3454 or ghurajt@necc.mass.edu. 


Will students vote or put their heads in the sand? 


Are students too 
preoccupied to vote? 


By BEN CARDER 
Contributing reporter 


Rock the vote. A catchy slogan 
and Web site (rockthevote.com) 
aimed at younger Americans to speak 
out on who should be leading 
America. Are young Americans real- 
ly 'rocking’ the vote? 

"I'm disillusioned because candi- 
dates are not trying to get me to 
vote," says Marsha Taylor, a NECC 
student. "I've moved four times and 
have seen different political systems. 
I've heard the spiels and the promis- 
es, and [candidates'] promises never 
come to fruition." 

"I've just been way too busy to 
even think about it," says Cheryl 


Money is still available for Financial Aid and Scholarships! You can apply for scholarship awards ¢ 


Returning 


Fortier, 19-year-old student of 
NECC. "I just have no desire or inter- 
est." 

Various media outlets, including 
WWE Entertainment and MTV, have 
long encouraged young people to 
"Smack down your vote" and 
"Protect your rights," respectively. 
Despite these pleas, along with pub- 
lic figures encouraging Americans to 
vote in advertisements, the 18 to 24- 
year-old age group seem disinterest- 
ed in politics and desire to vote. 

According to the U.S. Census 
Bureau released on Feb. 27, the non- 
voting trend could be found all across 
the country. Based on the numbers 
from the November Election of 2000, 
a mere 32 percent of a possible 
26,712 of 18 to 24 year-old citizens 
voted. Even more surprising, 55 per- 
cent of the nations young people are 
not registered voters. 


The older the potential voter is, - 


the more likely they are to vote 


according to the U.S. Census Data. A 
paltry 27 percent of 18-year-olds 
voted while the percentage becomes 
slightly more robust with 37 percent 
of 24-year-old voters. 

Despite the low numbers, 
Gubernatorial candidates Romney 
and O'Brien pound out the advertise- 
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I’ve heard the spiels 
andthe promises... 


—Marsha 
Taylor 


ments in hopes of swaying voters to 
their respective side. 
North of the border, NH senate 


candidates Sununu and Shaheen 
practice the same strategy, but the 
pace at which these ads are present- 
ed, may be doing more harm than 
good. 

"First of all, I'm not a fan of 
Jeanne Shaheen," said John 
Applebee, 21 year-old NECC student 
of Hampstead, NH. "Furthermore, 
while I know it's the wrong way to 
look at it, I've grown sick of all the 
ads which are keeping me from vot- 
ing for anyone. I'm tired of hearing 
all the bickering. I'll wait until candi- 
dates grow up, then I'll vote." 

The 'he said she said' and ‘the 
mud slinging’ tactics have long been 
an issue in American politics but as 
the old saying goes, "Mud sticks", 
and so called "negative attack ads" 
continue to air. 

So, other than attack ads, what 
else is keeping young people from 
voting? Is there really a legitimate 
reason? 


SPRING 2003 REGISTRATION 
Students Get Special Treatment 


As a returning student, your privileges include: 


*First choice of classes 
«Best selection of class times 
*No long registration lines 
*No payment until January 8, 2003 (for Spring 2003 Semester) 
Take advantage of a special registration period for 
RETURNING STUDENTS 
Mionday, November 4th through Monday, December 16th, 2002 


Don't delay! This s 


>cial registration lasts through December 16th, 2002 


After December 16th, you'll take your chances with new students and others for access to Advising, Registrar, 


"People my age are to into them- 
selves and having fun with their 
friends to think about who's running 
for office," stated Yanitza Mendez 
22-year-old NECC student. “I'm just 
not interested in politics and I don't 
know anything about Mitt Romney 
or Shannon O'Brien." 

While young Americans may not 
be rocking their vote, the elders of 
American society seem to be rocking 
and rolling. The 35 to 50-year-old 
citizens vote in the 50-70 percent 
range, according to the U.S. Census 
Bureau. The voting trend tops off at 
stout 72 percent among 63 year-old 
Americans. 

Perhaps, these statistics are why 
political commercials and candidate 
ideals are geared toward senior citi- 
zen, that's where the votes are com- 
ing from and candidates like mitt 
Romney and Shannon O'Brien's 
know it. 


Financial Aid, and Admission. Availability to Academic Advising services will give new applicants priority. 


Your next oppertunity to register for classes will be January, 2003 


SEE YOUR ADVISOR TODAY! 


ven if you don't apply 


for Financial Aid. Money is available for those who qualify. Apply immediately at the Office of Financial Aid on the 
Haverhill Campus in room B-217; Lawrence Campus. Franklin St, L-100, or call 978-556-3650. 
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NECC launches math program | qj] Blanchard to 
make ‘mysterious’ 
appearance at NECC 


Continued from page | 


Sen. Sue Tucker, a former high 
school teacher, added a some more 
humor to the ceremony. “I personal- 
ly need to go to this math develop- 
mental program.” 

Tucker also expressed her sup- 
port to the MACC, “Nobody in the 
Commonwealth steps up to the plate 
like our community colleges.” 

The program has already started 
in Lawrence. Students feel opti- 
mistic they will be able to learn 
math. 

Amanda Waldie , NECC psy- 
chology student, said she likes the 
program. 

“Numbers make my eyes cross,” 
Waldie said. “I like it now. I caught 


on very quickly. I’ve been able to go 
home and do homework. I usually 
forget it, but now it sticks in my 
head.” 

Art Bardige, founder and presi- 
dent of EnabLearning, Inc., gave a 
simple description of the program. 

“It’s like Power Point on 
steroids,” Bardige said. “It’s visually 
dynamic to help people see it. It uses 
imagination.” 

George Blakeslee, professor of 
education at Lesley University, 
added the program will also be ben- 
eficial to the teachers. 

“They can use the templates as is 
or modify it to build their own,” 
Blakeslee said. “Those who want to 
give it a go can eventually develop 
their own lessons.” 


Blakeslee said he is hopeful it 
will be brought to Lesley University 
soon. 

Sen. Ted Kennedy (D-Mass.) 
was supposed to be on hand but was 
traveling to Sen. Paul Weldstone’s 
funeral services in Minnesota. 

“He wanted me to congratulate 
everyone at Northern Essex,” 
Meehan said. 

Hartleb explained NECC was 
picked for the pilot program because 
Dr. David Kelley, associate dean of 
Instructional and Student Support, 
was the author of the grant. 

“We are very pleased to be lead- 
ing this,” Hartleb said. “And we 
have the chance because of Dr. 
Kelley’s grant.” 


Professor talks about tension in 
Middle East and US foreign policy 


Continued from page | 


“Buy Tide, kill a Palestinian,” read 
an ad in an Egyptian newspaper, pub- 
lished in The Boston Globe. Weber 
explained that Tide repre- 
sented big business that 
supports an American gov- 
ernment that supports an 
Israeli State. He pointed out 
that the newspaper was 
from Egypt, one of our 
Middle Eastern allies. With 
friends like that, who needs 
enemies? 

“We need a new 
Marshal Plan, one that 
focuses on education and 
social structure,” said 
Weber. He pointed out that 
there are no hospitals in 
Palestine, and that if any- 
one is critically sick or 
injured, they must endure a 
series of inhuman border 
checks before receiving 
medical attention. 

Other issues Weber voiced con- 
cerns about post 9/11 security, and 
whether or not there is a weakening 
of civil rights in the name of national 
security. 


sO much more.... 
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59 Washington St. Haverhill 
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“Waving the bloody shirt of 9/11 
has created unwavering policy,” said 
Weber in regards to the Attorney 
General’s “using security to trump 


civil rights.” 


Steve Gilleo photo 


Professor Weber addresses faculty and students on 
Middle East tension and U.S. foreign policy. 


According to Weber, only about | 
percent of people in a national poll 
knew what their first four civil rights 
were. The citizens who say that they 
don’t mind giving up some civil 
rights in the name of national securi- 


ty are the same citizens who don’t 
really know what liberties they are 
waving. 

“Forty-nine percent of Americans 
feel that the First Amendment gives 
too much freedom,” said 
Weber. This is up 20 per- 
cent from just four years 
ago. 

Weber fielded about 
30 minutes of questions 
from students and faculty 
before being booted by 
an incoming party need- 
ing to use the conference 
area. 

Judging by the ques- 
tions, it was clear that 
Weber could have spoken 
for another 3 hours, and 
students and faculty 
would still have been held 
spellbound by his knowI- 
edge of current events 
and history. Arthur 
Barlas, NECC_ history 
professor and former colleague of 
Weber said, “Professor Weber is an 
absolutely fascinating man. I brought 
my class down and they seemed gen- 
uinely interested in what he had to 


” 


say. 


There are some people who 
prefer something different 


Join us for gourmet Mediterranean treats 
Join us for an intimate "house" concert, 

@ Cappuccino, a dessert. an art reception. 

a full meal, Open mic poetry, story telling. 

homemade chai, gourmet pizzas. bubble tea lattes, and 


Mark your calendars for an 
appearance by mystery writer Al 

Blanchard in the Bentley 
Library Conference Area on Novy. 
20 at 7 p.m. 

Blanchard will present a talk 
on "A Writer's Life -- An Insider's 
Tale" about his experiences as a 
writer of New England-based 
mysteries. He will include tips on 
writing and getting published and 
will take questions from the audi- 
ence. 

Blanchard is the author of 
"Murder at Walden Pond," "The 
Iscariot Conspiracy," "The Mad 
Season" and the newly published 
"The Disappearance of Jenny 
Drago” and is the president of the 


New England 

Chapter of Mystery Writers of 
America. 

Copies of Blanchard's books 
will be available for purchase and 
signing. 

Blanchard will return this 
spring, on March 6, along with a 
panel of his fellow mystery writ- 
ers to present a discussion of the 
art of mystery fiction, and why 
New England is such an apt set- 
ting for their work. 

This will be an opportunity 
for mystery readers to meet their 
favorite local authors and to pur- 
chase signed copies of their 


books. 
Deere 


Students relinquish 


slee 


to hone 


leadership skills 


By STEVE GILLEO 
News Editor 


Early on Nov. 2, NECC students 
missed their Saturday morning car- 
toons in the name of leadership 
development. 

The Student Leadership 
Development Program kicked off its 
first formal meeting since the free 
lunch introduction in the student cen- 
ter. 

Students had a chance to get their 
feet wet and meet fellow leaders in a 
workshop presented by Marissa 
Galante, Career Development Center 
coordinator. 

Galante started the workshop 
with an icebreaking wordplay puzzle 
that challenged students to exercise 
the parts of their brain that allow 
them to “think outside the box.” 

From there, students were broken 
down into three groups of about 10 
and tasked with a series of questions 
that prompted conversation between 
the individual group members. 

Questions like “what qualities or 
character traits do leaders posses, and 
can you name some of them?” 

One question that provoked a bit 
of controversy was “Who do you 
think is a leader, and why?” The 
answers ranged from Adolph Hitler 
to Arnold Schwartzenegger. 

After getting to know each other 
in the semi-personal group setting, 
students were 
then steered 
back to the main 
discussion table 
and were given 
a psyche test to 
determine exact- 
ly what kind of a 
leader they 
were. 

Some of the 
more aggressive 
students who 
took charge and 
were assertive 
found them- 
selves in the 
“eagle” catego- 
ry. Others stu- 


dents found mal meeting. 


their niche as “beavers,” who are 
goal-oriented and work well with 
others to accomplish a task. 

The last of the leaders were in the 
“bunnies” category. Bunnies are 
concerned with the feelings and well 
being of others when accomplishing 
any task or mission. There were no 
“right” or “wrong” leadership styles. 

“You are all leaders, whether you 
know it or not,” said Galante, as she 
rallied students to stay awake and 
motivated for the 2 hour workshop. 

Her next task for the half-asleep 
students was to draw a tree on a 
blank piece of paper. After the nod- 
ding students drew a tree of their 
choice, Galante explained to them 
what the drawing of a tree had to do 
with leadership development. 

Every bit of detail within the 
drawing represented a character trait 
within themselves. For instance, if 
someone drew apples on their tree, 
they paid attention to detail. If the 
tree was centered to the left, they 
tended to concentrate more on the 
past. 

The workshop finished with stu- 
dents discussing ways to develop 
their own personal leadership philos- 
ophy. 

Elizabeth LeCourt, a part-time 
NECC student said, “This is a great 
program. I highly recommend it to 
students who don’t have too many 
acquaintances at school. It allows 
you to network with other students.” 


Steve Gilleo photo 


Members of the leadership program in their first for- 
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Take a trip to Italy and study the Renaissance 


NECC art professors 


offer trip to Florence; 
Deposit due Nov. 15 


By KAREN RANDELL 
Features Editor 


Mare and Cathy Mannheimer, 
NECC professors, will accompany 
students on a trip to Florence, Italy 
this Jan. 8-20. This will be the 
Mannheimer’s third trip to Italy. 

How could a student go wrong 
with two experienced guides to 
explore Florence, Italy? 

“The Artistic and Social 
Implications of the Renaissance” 
is a three-credit course offering a 
week of studio experience, vis- 
iting major museums, churches, 
and historical institutions of 
Florence, Italy. 

“What we will be looking at 
when were in Florence is first 
of all and primarily, but not 
solely is the art,” said Marc 
Mannheimer. “Sixty percent of 
the world’s greatest art is in 


Italy and 80 percent of that is in 
Florence. One of Michael 
Angelo’s most recognized 


pieces of work is there.” 


PART-TIME JOBS 


Students will have the oppor- 
tunity see and experience things 
that are happening there. There 
will be visits to a number of major 
museums, churches, palaces, as 
well as social institutions possibly 
going to one of the orphanages. 

“It is such an_ incredibly 
vibrant place. Florence is magnifi- 
cent,” Mannheimer said. 

Since nothing really opens in 
Italy until 10 a.m., students will 
meet in the morning to visit a 
museum, church, etc. 

In Italy, it is tradition to close 
works and schools down from 2:30 
p.m. to 4:30 so they can feed their 
families. During that time, the stu- 
dents will attend Arte Sotto un 
Tetto meaning ‘art under one roof” 
to take art classes. 

There will be one or two side 
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What a deal: The trip costs 
$1,550 and includes air- 
fare, housing, breakfasts, 
studio class... 


1 


Sixty percent of the world’s great 
art is in Italy and 80 percent of 
that is in Florence. 


—Professor Marc Mannheimer 


trips taken in conjunction to the 
syllabus. A thirty-five minute trip 
from Florence could take the stu- 
dents to Pisa to see the tower or a 
fabulous museum. Viennese is a 
three-hour train ride worth 
doing for the day or possibly 
going to Rome, which is only an 
hour and forty-minute train 
ride. 

“This time of year is the 
best time to be in Italy because 
there are no tourists,” according 
to Mannheimer. “After the 
epiphany, the Monday after 
New Years everything goes on 
sale, Italians change their fash- 
ion and clothing over for the 
next season.” 


TI PULL-TIME BENEFITS 


“Since I’ve lived there I know 
my way around, but there are lots 
of things to see that they don’t tell 
you about that you have to discov- 
er,” said Mannheimer. 

On a trip to Italy, Mannheimer 
visited a place that has the hidden 
work of “Michael Angelo’s” called 
‘Michael Angelo’s Graffiti’. 

Angelo hid in this room in the 
basement of a tomb he designed so 
the military would not encrypt him 
when the civil war broke out in 
Florence. He spent four to six 
weeks painting on the walls and 
ceilings only to leave in the 
evenings when no one was around 
to get something to eat and then 
sneak back in. 


NORTHERN ESSEX 

STUDENTS . 

Worried About College Expens 
UPS Can Hel p! 


When you join the UPS Team and the UPS Earn & Learn Program, 
you receive Full-Time benefits with a Part-Time job, plus outstanding 
education assistance to help pay college expenses, and much more! 


For Starters... 
You get up to a $600 Sign-On Bonus after 90 days of 
employment, and up to $1,300 in total Sign-On Bonuses 
after 20 weeks of employment. 


Then... 


Get up to Se. O000* in College 


Education Assistance. 


*UPS Earn & Learn Program guidelines apply. | 


Plus Great Benefits... 
* Great Starting Weekly Pay * Flexible Shifts to Fit Your Schedule 
* Medical, Dental and Life Insurance * 401(K) 

* Weekends & Holidays Off * Paid Vacations * And Much More! 


Rosa will be at the Lawrence Campus 11/4 and 11/25 from 10 AM to 2 PM 
Yaneira will be at the Haverhill Campus 11/5 and 11/26 from 10 AM to | PM 


The UPS 
EARN & 
LEARN 
Program 


: 


This place was unknown until 
the seventies and its not advertise 
because it is a very small room. 

In order to get to this room 
Mannheimer took the side door to 
the basement. It lead to a trap door 
on the floor that reveals a thin lit- 
tle staircase that leads to this space 
that is only about 15-20 feet deep 
and about 8 feet wide. 

“The first time I was down 
there was for about 45 minutes 
before someone else came,” com- 
mented M. Mannheimer. “ These 
are just some of the things that we 
can go do while we’re there.” 

The cost for the trip is $1,550, 
including airfare, breakfast, hous- 
ing at a Pensione, museum admis- 
sions, and studio class, not includ- 
ed are course fees, incidentials, 
and meals. 

The application deadline is 
ASAP, a $150 non-refundable, 
application fee, and $200 non- 
refundable, commitment fee due 
immediately; Nov. 15, final pay- 
ment is due. 

Applications will be on the 
table outside Beth Wilcoxson’s 
office, C314X. 

For further information, con- 
tact Mare Mannheimer at C317] 
during posted office hours or call 
978-372-2363. 


To Learn More, 


Simply Call Us Today... 


978-441-3691 


Rosa (Lawrence): Ext. 4038 


ups) 


Yaneira (Haverhill): Ext. 4010 —~— 


An Equal Opportunity | mplover 
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By KRISTIN BELL 
Health & Happiness Editor 


On our way to Westford, I began 
to wonder about what awaited us at 
our destination at The Butterfly 
Place. A title that leaves little to the 
imagination about what you will 
find, but doesn't prepare you for all 
you will experience and feel. 

We pulled up to The Butterfly 
Place and I noticed a large glass atri- 
um. We hurried inside, paid the 
entrance fee of eight dollars, and 
approached the large door. As I 
peered through the long thin pain of 
glass, it looked completely dark to 
me on the other side. 

Once through the door, I stood in 
front of another door. Now I felt like 
Alice, how many doors would | have 
to open before I saw "Butterfly 
Land?" However, it was just two, set 
up so that the butterflies cannot 
escape. 

My hand heads for the door to 
push it open and immediately I am 


TRE BUTEEHELY 
BL ASE 


Kristin Bell cute as a butterfly. 
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hit with a strong fan that sits just 
above the entrance door within the 
atrium. Another precaution so the 
butterflies don't flutter by. 

We were met instantly by a medi- 
um-sized butterfly with brilliant blue 
inner wings. We found out later that 
it was a Common Blue Morpho. We 
had seen the first, but not the last. 

We were in. The sound of classi- 
cal music filled the atrium along with 
the sound of water bubbling in the 
fishpond that was full with large coy 
fish. We lucked out and had the place 
to ourselves, only to share it with the 
butterflies. 

The atrium was an impressive 
home for our:new friends. The man- 
made habitats consist of 3,100 square 
feet of glass and towers to the height 
of 27 feet at its peak. As we walked 
along the stone pathways in the atri- 
um, we were speechless looking at 
all of the hundreds of butterflies fly- 
ing past us, around us, over us and 
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Butterflies emerge from incredible 


and socializing with other butterflies. 
When they sit perched on a leaf 
or some other object, their 
wings open and close slowly, 
resembling the breath of the 


; butterfly. 
I like to watch the cater- Thek, Butler? iPlaee 
pillars grow. employee very knowledgeable 
people who know almost every- 
—George Leslie thing there is to know about 


near us. At any time there can be as 
many as 500 butterflies and between 
50 and 60 varieties inhabiting the 
space. 

While watching one butterfly 
closely for some time, I began to 
understand its habits. They fly from 
one plant to another, gathering nectar 


butterflies and are there to 
answer your questions. For 
George Leslie, a butterfly care- 
taker, the butterflies aren't what 
interest him the most. 

"I like to watch the caterpillars 
grow," says Leslie when asked about 
his favorite part of his job. 

An incredible, miraculous, meta- 
morphosis happens before a butterfly 
emerges. First there is a caterpillar, or 
larva, which then takes shape as a 


Experience The Butterfly Place 


Bell photo 


, miraculous metamorphisis. 


chrysalis, or pupa, and after about 14 
days, the adult butterfly emerges. 
While I was there I got to hold a 
chrysalis and I could feel the creature 
moving around inside of it's cocoon, 
ready to emerge as a beautifully col- 
ored butterfly. 

There are some benches in the 
atrium that are convenient for sitting 
and just watching what is going on 
all around you. 

"A couple once came here at 
10a.m. when we opened and sat and 
watched the butterflies until 5 p.m. 
when we closed," said Bob Wilson, 
another butterfly caretaker and pho- 
tographer. 

Watching the butterflies is like a 
calming meditation. It is very peace- 
ful. There are so many beautiful col- 
ors, shapes, sizes, and different vari- 
eties of butterflies. It will be hard to 


pick out a favorite. The favorite just 
might be the one that decides to land 
on you, because they do that if you 
stand still long enough and it might 
help to wear a brightly colored shirt. 

Check out their website at 
www.butterflyplace.com, for dates, 
hours, rates, directions, and previews 
of the butterflies you will view. They 
also have a gift shop with everything 
a butterfly lover could want. They 
have butterfly placemats, pillows, 
magnets, rocks, necklaces, night- 
lights and much more. 

The experience you will have 
observing the butterflies is worth the 
price of admission. You can also 
view the butterflies, caterpillars, and 
cocoons through the observation 
area. Alternatively, you may enjoy 
the informative video that chronicles 
the changes within the lifecycle of a 
butterfly. There is so much to enjoy 
at The Butterfly Place and so much to 
learn from these amazing creatures. 


500 butterflies, with 50-60 dif- 
ferent types can be seen at any 
given time. 


Someone stole my identity 


By KAREN RANDELL 
Features Editor 


Laurie Lander, a_ part-time 
NECC student had her identity 
stolen while on a trip to Rhode 
Island. 

"I was having fun hanging out 
with family and friends when we 
decided to go to a club. We we're 
having a good time mingling and 
talking with people," said Lander. 

During the night while talking 
with people at the bar a woman was 
staring at her then glanced away. "I 
remember this woman because she 
had a big scare on her face" said 
Lander. 

"Then for no reason out of the 
blue. At the end of the night this 
woman came up stood next to me for 
a brief five to ten seconds. I said 'Hi' 
to this woman. The woman said 'Hi' 
in return. When I turned around the 
woman was gone. I can be almost 
too trusting at times," said Lander. 

When leaving the club and get- 
ting into the car Lander noticed her 
wallet was gone. Lander searched 
the club and talked to a few people 
to see if the wallet turned up. She 
searched her car when she got home 
to make sure it had not fallen out. 

"My whole life was in that wal- 
let, it was heart wrenching and I was 
really sad about it. My father gave 
me a little pray it was something he 
gave to me a long time ago. I always 
had it with me" stated Lander. 

She had $200 in cash, credit card 
receipts, blank checks, Social 
Security number, license, pictures 
and personal items that are irreplace- 
able. 


"I even searched the yard of the 
club, banking on someone just steal- 
ing the money and tossing the wal- 
let" said Lander. 

Lander filed a police report and 
was assigned a detective to investi- 
gate the case . He pulled out a box 
with three pocketbooks and 
four wallets and asked her 
if any of them were hers? 

Officer Jean, at the 
Central station of 
Providence, Rhode Island 
stated, " A detective in spe- 
cial fraud Unit is assigned 
the case once a victim files 
a complaint. Then the com- 
plaint will be investigated. 
The victim needs to be 
willing to prosecute." 

"I had my pocket book 
by my feet under the table, 
this happened so fast" said 
Lander. 

"My whole weekend 
turned into a mess I didn't 
have a dime on me, my license or a 
credit card to buy gas. On top of it 
all | had to borrow money from my 
sister just to get home" stated 
Lander. 

Lander had to call all three cred- 
it bureaus, apply for new Social 
Security number a duplicate license 
and change all credit card and bank- 
ing information. 

The only reason Lander knew 
someone had used her identity when 
she received a nasty letters five 
months later for $200 charge at a 
flower shop in Chicago, IL. When 
investigated the charge account, the 
credit card company informed her 
that someone had previously 


charged $2000 worth of merchan- 
dise on the account and paid off the 
balance before generating a bill. 
"My suggestion, don't give or 
put your social security number on 
anything, don't give checking 
account numbers out over the phone 


or the recommended 
Lander. 

Richard Scholl a service repre- 
sentative for the Social Security 
Administration said, "New Social 


security numbers are rarely given 


internet", 


out unless there are serious problems 
that arise, especially since 9/11." 


Social Security recommends 
starting the process by first calling 


all three credit bureaus; 


* Equifax 800-525-6285 

- Experian 888-397-3742 

- Trans Union 800-680-7289 

Scholl stated that if this happens 
to anyone it is important to call 800- 
269-0271 or visit our website at 
www.ssa.gov. The site provides a list 


of all the different types of identifi- 
cation used to replace your social 
security card. You can download 
form SSS for a replacement card. 
Personally walking the form into 
the office takes a few weeks to 
receive it back. Mailing in the form 
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My whole life was in that wallet, it was heart 
wrenching and I was sad about it. 


—Laurie Lander 


could take more than two weeks, 
according to Scholl. 

According to the Experian 
Credit Bureau Fraud Assistance 
Prevention Program will help con- 
sumers add a fraud security alert to 
their Experian file requires addition 
identification information for future 
credit approval. Additional informa- 
tion is required to access your name 
and address on file. 

We have all heard horror stories 
about fraud that is committed by 
stealing a person's identity. Here is 
some information that will help limit 
the damage in case this happens to 
you or someone you know. 

Only order your checks with 


your initials on them. If someone 
gets a hold of your check book they 
will not know if you sign your 
checks with your initials or your first 
name but your bank will know how 
your sign your checks. Put your 
work number and work address or a 
PO Box instead 0 your home 
telephone number and 
address. 

Place all contents of 
your wallet and photocopy 
both sides of including you 
checking and savings infor- 
mation. This way you will 
have a list of all the informa- 
tion necessary to make tele- 
phone calls and cancel 
everything immediately. 
Make sure to keep the photo- 
copies in a safe place in case 
you need it. 

Here is some informa- 
tion to limit the damage 
incase this happens to you; 

Have photocopies 
available with the numbers 

- Cancel all credit cards immedi- 
ately 

- File the police report at the 
jurisdiction your wallet was missing. 

- This will start an investigation 

- Call all three credit Bureaus 
place a fraud alert on your name and 
social security number, let them 
know that you filed a police report 

It only takes a short amount of 
time to do major damage to your 
credit rating. If you take all precau- 
tions listed above promptly then you 
could possibly stop them dead in 
their tracks before it destroys your 
credit rating. 
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NECC’s Top Notch Players 
perform first musical since 1980s 


By AIMEE MURRAY 
Contributing Reporter 


Friends, family and the general 
audience began to fill the third floor 
of the Spurk building to see the Top 
Notch Players production of “A 
Funny Thing Happened on the way 
to the Forum” on Saturday night. 

The theater patrons were toting 
flowers, coats and good-humored 
faces. The line quickly began to 
snake down the Spurk hallway. 
Parents just arriving had huge smiles 
as they recognized friends. 

John and Cheryl Salvi, parents of 
Eric Salvi who plays Hero, bragged, 
“Our son is in the play.” 

“Who is your son?” I asked. 

“The handsome one,” replied 
Mrs. Salvi with a glowing smile, “We 
never see him anymore. He sleeps, 
eats and leaves.” 

Admission began at 7:35 p.m. 
and the theater was packed with an 
audience that varied greatly in age. 
The youngest girl | saw had to have 
been only three or four. The front row 
was mostly children who had come 
to see their family members perform. 

The entire front row was asked to 


“move over one seat” by theater staff. 
The man next to me kindly pointed 
out how warm I left my seat. 1 was 
charmed by the romantic nature the- 
ater brings out in all of us. 
Fortunately for me the play began 
promptly at 8 p.m., and the laughter 
began soon after. 

Cast member Emily Mooers 
explained to her friends before the 
show, “I am a whore. That’s what I 
seem to be in everything.” She stood 
with her hands in the back pocket of 
her jeans as she looked over her right 
shoulder. More specifically, because 
there are six prostitutes in this pro- 
duction, Mooers plays Tintinabula. 
She is also the dance coordinator. 

Describing the musical as “com- 
edy. Absolute hysteria,” Mooers said 
the audience enjoys this piece 
because “They are really involved. 
We use the entire theater. There is 
lots of dialogue and questions 
[directed toward the audience].” 

The audience concurred, both 
with laughter and opinions. 

The Mitchell family loved the 
play. Phil, husband and father, said it 
was “excellent.” 

Kellie, age 11, said, “It was real- 
ly good and funny.” Her younger sis- 


Shannon Morales photo 
Students from the cast sing and dance their way into the hearts of the audience 


ter Nicole, 9, said, 
“It’s a really 
funny play. The 
actors were really 
good, especially 
Pseudolus.” 


Matthew 
Carr, an alumnus 
from NECC’s 
music program, 
said, “The audi- 
ence dug it a lot. 
It is a funny, 


funny show and 
the actors did a 
good job a mak- 


ing it that.” 
The Top 
Notch Theater has 


not presented a 
musical for about 
20 years. When 
asked why, direc- 
tor Jim Murphy 
replied, “In this 
space it is hard. In 


most musicals 
there are many 
scene changes. 


Where would we put them?” 

“A Funny Thing Happened on 
the Way to the Forum” takes place on 
one street in Rome, and the set does 
not have to be changed. Murphy said 
this piece was picked specifically for 
that reason. 

The cast had a great opening 
night on Friday after a discouraging 
dress rehearsal on Thursday. 
Charlotte Gulezian, one of the three 
Proteans, when asked what happened 
during the dress rehearsal, said she 
was “Kind of disappointed with the 
audience. They had to be there for 
class.” 

Despite the audience’s forced 
viewing, the cast overcame the dis- 
couragement. 

Jennie Giorato, stage manager, 
said, “Opening night was the boost 
we needed. Better than expected. 
Now morale is high.” 

Michael Garbooshian said, “I 
saw the rehearsal a thousand times. 
They really got it together.” 

The Top Notch Players will per- 


form the show through Sunday. 
Remaining evening performances 
will be held Thursday, Nov. 7 


Shannon Morales photo 


Eric Salvi and Christina Cappello portray Hero and Phillia. 


Shannon Morales photo 
NECC student Paul Melendy playing the part of Pseudolus. 


through Saturday, Nov. 9 at 8 p.m., 
with a final matinee on Sunday, Nov. 
10 at 3 p.m. 


Paul Melendy shows promising talent 


By JARED PENDAK 
AND SHANNON MORALES 
Contributing Reporters 


The Top Notch Players’ “A 
Funny Thing Happened on the Way 
to the Forum” features some inter- 
esting characters—on and off the 
stage. 

Perhaps the most intriguing 
member of the cast is Paul 
Melendy, a General Education stu- 
dent who plays “Pseudolus”, the 
show’s main character. Zany and 
unpredictable, Melendy’s personali- 
ty coincides perfectly with the 
behavioral qualities of his charac- 
ter, and these matching traits have 
helped him enhance his perfor- 
mance of the role. 

“{The character Pseudolus] is 
like me in the way that he’s quick- 
witted, always scheming things and 
always having fun,” said the experi- 
enced Melendy, who has been act- 


ing since the fifth grade in elemen- 

tary school and previously majored 

in theater at Salem State College. 
Other productions Melendy has 


participated in include 
Shakespeare’s 
“MacBeth” (at 
INGE IG Ci 
“Rumors”, the 
lead role’ in 
“Guys and 


Dolls,” as well as 
a number of one 
act plays coming 
out of a diverse 
array of theatrical 
programs. 

Melendy 
enjoys acting in 
musicals such as “A Funny Thing 
Happened on the way to the 
Forum”, but views particular types 
of plays from an impartial stand- 
point.” 

Musicals are fun because you 
get to act like a cartoon. You over- 
express yourself. Being in a non- 


musical is more of an equilibrium 
because you get to be a real charac- 
ter,” Melendy noted. He also 
addressed comedies. “A musical 
(comedy) is funny because of the 


Sag oS 


Musicals are fun because you get to act 
like a cartoon. 


—Paul Melendy 


situations. Non-musicals are funny 
because of the characters involved. 
With either type of play, you add 
your own personal craziness.” 
Melendy’s well-rounded talent 
and enthusiasmis a welcome part of 
a cast roster driven by its solidarity. 
A lot of the casts’ members are 


friends outside of rehearsal, which 
helps them to learn each other’s ten- 
dencies and work together more 
efficiently. 

“We hang out after rehearsal 
and have a lot of 
fun on __ stage 
together,” said Eric 
Salvi, who. plays 
“Hero”. in the 
show.. “I have a lot 
of fun working 


with this 
group.” Another 
reason the cast, 


along with direc- 
tor/NECC profes- 
sor Jim Murphy, 
have gelled togeth- 
er well is that Murphy has directed 
for most of them in previous play 
productions and also taught several 
of them in various courses here at 
NECC.” 

Teaching and directing are both 
tremendously enjoyable and (this 
cast is) a delight to work with,” said 


Murphy, who also complemented 
the group’s strong collective work 
ethic and noted there hasn’t been a 
musical play performed at NECC 
since the 1980’s.Among Murphy’s 
favorite plays he’s directed since 
coming to NECC nine years ago 
include “Noises of’, “MacBeth” 
and “Rumors.” 

Top Notch has been very active 
while rehearsing and organizing “A 
Funny Thing Happened...”, even in 
the community. In the early stages 
of the production, members of the 
cast traveled to the Boys & Girls 
Club and worked with its theater 
group while performing snippets 
from the play for an audience of 
children.Backed by a terrific three- 
piece band, the cast and crew of “A 
Funny Thing Happened on the Way 
to the Forum” promises to deliver a 
strong performance and plenty of 
laughs. The play continues 
November 7-9 at 8 p.m. and Nov. 
10 at 3 in the third floor of the C 
building at Top Notch Theater. 
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Brewster baby grand piano is 
donated to Lawrence campus 


By AIMEE MURRAY 
Contributing Reporter 


A Brewster baby grand piano 
was donated to the Northern Essex 
Community College. It is currently 
housed in the Lawrence campus on 
Amesbury Street in the White Fund 
room. The new performance area is 
Lawrence’s only performance area 
that is suitable for professional 
shows. The baby grand piano was 
constructed in 1928 and is in won- 
derful condition. The Primacks, who 
donated the piano, purchased it in 
Bradford. 

The piano is walnut wood in a 
Queen Ann style with ivory keys. 
Professor Finegold, coordinator and 
professor of music at NECC and 
Michael Kramer a former math 
teacher at NECC and concert pianist 
went to go inspect the piano to see if 
NECC would except the baby grand 
or not. 

Michael Finegold said, “It did 
and still does need some work to get 
it up to top playing”. The estimated 
cost for these repairs is 1,000 dollars. 
When asked where the money for the 
baby grand would come from 
Finegold said, “I don’t know, hope- 
fully the generosity of the college.” 

The piano’s purpose is not to 
move part of the music program to 
Lawrence, or even to act as a practice 
room for students. It’s purpose is to 
“bring music to the Lawrence cam- 
pus by students, professional jazz, 
folk, or classical Cuban or South 
American music performers,” said 
Finegold. “We are building up 
Lawrence’s performance arts for the 
community.” 


file photo 


Pictured from lefi to right are: President David Hartleb, Mrs. Celia Primack, 
Dr: Joseph Primack, Elaine Mawhinney, and Michael Finegold. 


If the performances are not suc- 
cessful, there is a chance of it being 
moved to the Haverhill campus. 
When the technology building is 
built there is also the possibility of it 
residing in one of the four new prac- 
tice rooms. 

There are no scheduled events 
because the piano does need some 
work to bring it back up to the origi- 
nal playing level. Finegold said “We 
are looking for grant money to have a 
concert for the Lawrence community. 
It will have to be supported from out- 
side [the college] grants”. 

Linda Brantley, who works in 
NECC’S Office of Institutional 
Advancement, helped organize a 
dedication ceremony with Finegold. 


“the office of Institutional advance- 
inent works with all donations made 
to the college,” said Brantly when 
asked how she became involved. 

The ceremony was held on 
October 8 to thank the Primacks for 
their generous gift. Dr. Joseph and 
Celia Primack donated the piano 
when they were unable to sell it pub- 
licly upon moving from their 
Haverhill home. 

Phil, one of their sons, first con- 
tacted NECC in Dec. of 2001 about 
his fathers interest in donating the 
baby grand. They are enjoying their 
new role as benefactors to the 
Lawrence campus’s music program. 
Brantly said, “The Primacks enjoyed 
it [the ceremony] very much.” The 
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Music club President David Herrera and sister Amy entertain the crowd. 


ceremony consisted of a play list of 
songs that Dr. Primack enjoys. “The 
program was catered to their [Dr. and 
Mrs.  Primack’s] taste”, said 
Finegold. 

Elaine Mawhinney, a retired fac- 
ulty member, and NECC alumni 
Anthony Mowbray performed works 
by Fredric Chopin. Sibling duo Dave 
and Amy Herrera played a piece from 
Gilbert and Sullivan’s “Pirates of 
Penzance” with accompaniment 
from Jim Seger. It was a neat pro- 


gram because current students, alum- 
ni, and faculty performed,” said 
Brantley. 

The new piano does have the 
potential to offer performances for 
the Lawrence community. Only time 
and outside grants will determine if 
the piano will stay in Lawrence, but 
Finegold is hoping that like in the 
movies, “If you build it they will 
come.” 


Prince’s ‘Purple Rain’ turns the music industry upside down 


By DEBRA TSANTARLIOTIS 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


Prince is one of the top musical 
pioneers in history along with the 
likes of Jimi Hendrix and The Beatles. 
Prince, an incredible songwriter, 
multi-instrumentalist and producer 
was able to erase the line between 
black and white; rock and soul by 
making music without boundaries. 

Prince, (born Prince Rogers 
Nelson) had 
formed his 
band, which 
later would be 
known as The 
Revolution, in 
1979 but it 
wasn’t until 
several years 
later that he 
had his first 
US. hit. 

In 1984 
Prince made an 
autobiographi- 
cal film called 
Purple Rain 
and released 
the soundtrack 
that changed 
the way we 
look at music 


A ON eh EN aU iat 3 


Prince gives it all on stage and shows the 


today. 

The single “When Doves Cry” off 
“Purple Rain” was the first song to 
grace the top of the U.S. charts fol- 
lowed by “Lets Go Crazy” and 
“Purple Rain.” 

“Purple Rain” is arguably the best 
track off the album. Prince’s brilliant 
guitar playing reminiscent of Jimi 
Hendrix’s wild style, and screeching 
vocals make this track truly captivat- 
ing and energy-packed. This song 
clearly showcases Prince’s talent. In 

: the song he 
says to his 
lover: “It’s 
time we all 
reach out 
for some- 
thing new/ 
That means 
you too/ 
You say 
you want a 
leader/ But 
you can’t 
seem to 
make up 
your mind/ 
I think you 
better close 
it/ and let 
Rolling Stone.com photo. me guide 
you to the 
purple 


audience his incredible guitar talents. 


rain.” Perhaps 
the song that 
stirred up the 
most  contro- 
versy was the 
track “Darling 
Nikki”, a sexu- 
ally explicit 
song about 
Prince’s expe- 
rience with a 
one-night 
stand. 

“Woke up 
the next morn- 


ing/Nikki_ was- 


n’t there/I 
looked all over 
and all I 


found/Was a 
phone number 
on the stairs/It 
said thank you 
for a_ funky 
time.” 

With his 
black eyeliner, 
tight clothing, 
and frilly lace, 
Piri nveteies 
androgynous 
style was 
uncomfortable 
to some but 
appealed 


Rollingstone.com photo 


Prince in his trademark eighties 
to garb rocking the crowd. 


many of his 
female fan base. 
The mysterious 
aura about him 
made people want 
to know more and 
helped in creating 
the hysteria that 
surrounded Prince 
throughout the 
eighties. 
Although 
Prince was com- 
peting with such 
superstars as 
Madonna and 
Michael Jackson 
during the eight- 
ies, his music of 
funk, soul, jazz, 
rock and R&B 
broke down many 
barriers and 
helped influence 
artists like Lenny 
Kravitz, Alicia 
Keys and up and 
coming musician 
Cody ChesnuTT. 
Songs like “I 
Would Die 4 
You” and “Lets 
Go Crazy” are 
still. as popular 
today as they 


; 


| 


were back in 1984. Even though 
Prince is no longer selling millions of 
records, he continues to put out great 
innovative music including his latest 
release “The Rainbow Children.” 

Prince’s “Purple Rain” brought 
rock fans together with Jazz fans and 
R&B fans with soul fans. It brought 
all people together and erased stereo- 
types that had once put music into 
restricted boxes. 
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“Le’s one of the finest domestic breeds.” 
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Art Bouthillier 


“Relax! | KNOW there’s a baby in there 
somewhere!” 


By Davip LEVINSON WILK 


Across 

1. Kind of bite 

6. Waterspout trajectory 

9. Rubella symptom 

13. Long-tailed monkey 

14. 1965 Beatles album 

16. Midterm, for one 
17.Addis__, Ethiopia 

18. Next-to-last fairy tale word 

19. Choir voice 

20. Show off a 1996 Republican 
candidate's female relation, or 51- 
Across 

23. Abbr. after some military names 
24. Wks. and wks. 

25. Assignment for an asylum's pub- 
lic relations office, or 51-Across 

34. My , Vietnam 

35: These" inf OED. 

36. Explorer John, et al. 

37. Part of "S.N.L.” 

39. Cruises the sea 

40. Ram 

41. "Roots" author __ Haley 

42. "No contest,” for one 

43. "To Kill a Mockingbird" author 
44. Possible title for a biography of 
43-Across, or 51-Across 
49."...__ quit!" 


50. Ex of Frank and Artie 
51. 20-, 25- or 44-Across 
59. Via Veneto car 

60. "Star Trek" navigator 
61. Branch of learning 
62. Cutting tool 

63. Leaves 15%, say 

64. Hall-of-Fame pitcher Ryan 
65. Turned blue, perhaps 
66. Decay 

67. Eat away at 


Down 

1. Book jacket part 

2. 1988 platinum-selling country 
album 

3. Five-star Bradley 

4. Saab competitor 

5. Stock exchange worker 

6. ["Did you forget about me?"] 
7. Guns, as an engine 

8. Music symbol 

9. Take in anew 

10. Linchpin's place 

11. College entrance exaras 

12. Aetna offering, for short 

15. Urges 

21. When Dijon is hot 

22. __v. Wade 
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SOLITWOE IS A 


PLACE WHERE THE 


Sour 1s HEARD, 


SOLITUDE (5 A 

PLACE WHERE 

IMAGINATION 1S 
RELEASED, 


SOLITWOE (IS A 
PLace WHERE 
LOVE 1S EMBRACED, 


SOLITUDE 1S A 


PLACE WHERE HURTS 


ARE FoRGWVEN. 


SOLITUDE 1S A 
PLACE WHERE 
ACCEPTANCE IS 


T signed up fora 
sleep disorder seminar. 
I'm convinced my insomnia 
is caused by some kind of 
biological malfunction. 


SEE ANSWERS, PAGE 12 


25. To whom a Muslim prays 

26. Boxer Ali 

27. Giblets part 

28. Squares, gastronomically-speak- 
ing 

29. Israeli hard-liner Sharon 

30. Tibet's Lama 

31. Russian czar who fought 
Napoleon's army 

32. Gershwin's" __ Eat Cake" 

33. Lauder concerned with beauty 
38. Shipped overseas 

39. Most nimble 

45. Before, to bards 

46. Org. that keeps an eye on pilots 
47. Greek army infantryman 

48. One who'll give you fits 

51. In apple-pie order 

52. Confused state 

53. National parks advocate John 
54. "Generations of healthy, happy 


pets" brand 
55. Rush of wind 
56. contendere 


57. "Holy smokes!" 

58. Final word in a New Year's Eve 
song 

59. Beanie Babies, e.g. 


Stacey, it's 
not biological, not stressed, 
it's emotional. It's not me. 
You're just / 
stressed. 
it's you. 


Trust me, 


GERRBWEMES) (SS 


Oa Mate 
GroEerWwe 


SOLITUDE IS A 
PLACE WHERE PEACE 
\S DISCOVERED, 


SOLITUDE IS A 
PLACE WHERE THE 


JUST STAY 
THE HELL AWAY 
FROM ME, 


seminar. 


As 


Copyright 2002 David Levinson Wilk 


QI IOBH WOW HG 2002D Mv ache sdvV Rs Pry LOOT <I 


Page 12 NECC Observer Nov. 6, 2002 


BY MISS ANNA 


ARIES: 
(March 21-April 20) 


Use all of the resources available 
to you. A family argument may take 
some extra attention to straighten 
out, with no serious fallouts. You 
may need to make some choices - 
between spending more quality time 
with family and friends, or advanc- 
ing at work. 


TAURUS: 
(April 21 - May 21) 


There seems to be some apparent 
conflict, but it is of a healthy variety, 
and may yield some unexpected ben- 
efits in the form of totally new 
approaches to routine situations. 
Don’t make hasty decisions regard- 
ing financial matters until you know 
the whole story. 


GEMINI: 
(May 22 - June 21) 


You and your significant other 
may make a wonderful connection 
and the sense that you are growing 
closer will bring both of you joy. 
Success will be yours, even if it is of 
a low-key nature. You know you’ve 
made great strides, and soon the right 
people will notice. 


CANCER: 
(June 22 - July 23) 


Try to take it easy this week. You 
have been going at a frantic pace, 
and it will start to catch up with you. 
Decisions made hastily may be 
flawed, so put off action until you 
have all the facts. Treat yourself to 
something special, and maybe some- 
thing a little frivolous. 


LEO: 
(July 24- August 23) 


You will get ahead by working 
hard. Nothing less than your reputa- 
tion is at stake, but no need to worry 
since your work is usually above 
reproach. Expect a little bit of a 
delay, because soon you’ll be riding 
on the crest of success. The spotlight 
is yours, you deserve it. 


VIRGO: 
(August 24 - September 23) 


Prosperity is an issue, so instead 
of whining, take action. Work a little 
harder and you’ll be surprised at the 
financial results. A surge of inspira- 
tion will enable you to get through 
any potentially rough situations - 
clear all avenues of communication. 


LIBRA: 
(September 24 - October 23) 


Use your clout to get some new 
and different changes off the ground 
at work. Friends and co-workers can 
really come in handy now. You’re 
working for no less than the greater 
good of all involved - remember this. 
Don’t be taken in by careless flirting 
with someone new. 


SCORPIO: 
(October 24 - November 22) 


Keeping your nose to the grind- 
stone is admirable to a point, but you 
might make a better impression with 
superiors if your approach is more 
balanced. Learn to give some 
responsibilities to others if you are 
interested in a management position. 


SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 23 - December 21) 


You tend to keep your emotional 
distress to yourself, and this might 
not be for the best. Allow someone 
close to penetrate your defenses. 
Your beauty comes from within, and 
creates a glow that is obvious to oth- 
ers around you. Make plans carefully 
to assure a positive outcome. 


CAPRICORN: 
(December 22 - January 20) 


A little contemplation will get 
your week off on a calm and clear 
path. You are pleased with the results 
up until now, but do want to improve 
your work. Allow troublesome 
obstacles to dissolve themself. You 
can’t hasten this process by hovering 
and worrying needlessly. 


AQUARIUS: 
(January 21 - February 19) 


Is your current relationship a lit- 
tle unbalanced? If so, playing the 
role too faithfully can bring resent- 
ment and boredom. Maybe a planned 
weekend pleasure trip is just what 
the doctor ordered. One or both of 
you may need to learn something 
new. Make peace with inevitable 
changes. 


PISCES: 
(February 20 - March 20) 


When working on your financial 
plan for the future, avoid putting all 
your eggs in one basket. Anything 
which looks definite may not be ben- 
eficial in the end. Diversify invest- 
ments and don’t expect to get rich 
overnight. Any health problems are 
probably from neglect. 


‘Victory Garden’ helps 
viewers get into dirt 


Show 8 host shares 
home and garden, 
and his sage advice 


ByNANCY RABINOWITZ 
Associated Press 


SOUTHBORO, Mass. (AP) Ona 
country road, tucked away behind a 
white picket fence, Michael Weishan 
is hard at work cultivating inspiration 
in his backyard. 

Once a week, the host of ~The 
Victory Garden" takes television 
viewers behind the fence and into his 
garden to provide hands-on tips on 
how to have similarly blooming flow- 
ers and thriving vegetables. 

The show, which has aired on 
public television for 27 seasons, will 
broadcast its final show of the season 
Saturday but will continue to air re- 
runs throughout the cold and frozen 
winter, until April when the new sea- 
son starts again. 

Weishan is wrapping up his first 
season as the show's host, having 
taken over for Roger Swain, the origi- 
nal host, who retired. 

Ten years ago, Weishan moved to 
Southboro, about 25 miles west of 
Boston. The show is filmed on his 


Martha 


Colorado pumpkin- 
carving kit company 
sues Martha Stewart 


DENVER (AP) _ A company 
that sells pumpkin-carving kits has 
filed a lawsuit accusing Martha 
Stewart’s company of patent 
infringement, adding to the domestic 
diva’s legal woes. 

Denver-based Pumpkin Masters 
claimed in a federal lawsuit filed 
Wednesday that Martha Stewart 
Living Omnimedia Inc. is marketing 
and selling pumpkin-carving kits 
that violate its patent. 

Pumpkin Masters is seeking 
unspecified damages. Company offi- 
cials could not be reached late 
Wednesday. 

Stewart is chief executive and 
chairman of the company bearing 
her name. A message left Wednesday 


Haverhill. 


A “Tree of Christmas Spirit” now stands 
in the door of the bookstore. Members of 
the NECC community are asked to hang 
new socks, mittens and hats. There is also a 
collection box in the bookstore for other 
unwrapped gifts. Items for teenagers and the 
elderly are especially appreciated. 

Maureen Vinci, a bookstore employee 
who organized the drive, said all collected 
items will go to St. Vincent de Paul, which 


serves the needy in the area. 


The NECC bookstore is collecting holi- 
day gifts for needy families and elderly in 


property using his three-acre backyard 
and the inside of his home, which this 
fall was decorated with exotic gourds 
and pumpkins. 

The flower garden is filled with 
coleus, pink and blue impatiens and 
roses. A vegetable garden off to one 
side has neatly planted rows of leeks, 
peppers, eggplant, Chinese cabbage, 
Swiss chard, asparagus and broccoli. 

Weishan's horse, Claudius, makes 
regular appearances on the show and 
grazes nearby. His dog, Beau, a gold- 


in the past year, with a greater focus 
on gardening at home rather than 
Swain's focus of traveling overseas 
and visiting gardens of the world. 

Producer Laurie Donnelly also 
encourages city dwellers to get busy 
—dishing the dirt on how to garden in 
a limited space. 

“We want to show people you can 
make mistakes and still have glorious 
results. Our motto is roll up your 
sleeves and don't be afraid to get your 
hands dirty," Donnelly said. 


5 a Sl OS ee 


If it dies, throw it away, start over 


again. 


—Michael Weishan, 


Victory Garden host 


en retriever, also appears on camera. 

An array of guest chefs joins 
Weishan in the kitchen of his quaint 
1852 farmhouse where viewers can 
see how to prepare dishes with ingre- 
dients like rosemary, summer succo- 
tash and melons plucked straight from 
the soil. 

With Swain the show focused on 
visiting gardens of the world. 

But the show's direction changed 


The show includes information on 
how to seed and mow, how to cut a 
shrub or trim a hedge, how to make 
floral bouquets, how to do things like 
build a country wall or trellis if you 
only have a weekend to finish the job. 

“Gardening doesn't have to be 
intimidating. If it dies, throw it away, 
start all over again," Weishan says. 
“It's fun, it's a hobby, don't take it so 
seriously." 


Stewart SUED! 


night at the company’s public rela- 
tions firm was not returned. 
Pumpkin Masters’ lawsuit 
against Stewart is the latest of sever- 
al the company has filed around 
Halloween, when various pumpkin- 
decoration kits hit the market. Past 


patent for the pumpkin-carving kit in 
1987. The kits include patterns and 
tools. 

Stewart has become embroiled in 
an insider trading investigation of 
ImClone Systems Inc. Federal 
authorities are investigating whether 


serps mage ig py ae 


A lawsuit has been filed against 
Martha Stewart, adding to the 
domestic diva’s legal woes 


defendants included Kmart Corp. 
and Kraft General Foods Inc. 

The company started as a family 
business in 1986. Founder and for- 
mer president Kea Bardeen filed a 


Bookstore collects holiday gifts for needy 


she sold her ImClone shares after 
receiving inside knowledge about 
regulatory hurdles for the company’s 
cancer drug. 

She has denied any wrongdoing. 
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sweet remedy 


A versatile health 
component, helping 
to relax and energize 


By KrIsTIN BELL 
Health & Happiness Editor 


The name of this time-tested 
household remedy comes from the 
ancient Hebrew word meaning 
“enchant.” The most common use is 
as a culinary sweetener, however 
honey is valued for its many healing 
properties as well. Treatment using 
honey is referred to as apitherapy 
and includes replenishing energy, 
enhancing physical stamina and 
strengthening those weakened by 
illness or stress. 

Honey can also help calm the 


mind and promote rejuvenating 


sleep. To enjoy a relaxing bath, put 
2 oz. of honey in a glass with 5 
drops of lavender oil, If the honey is 
too thick, heat by placing the glass 
in warm water. Add 1 to 2 table- 
spoons of the honey-lavender oil to 
your bathwater to help relax and 
combat insomnia. 
Q In addition, honey relieves indi- 
gestion and is used to treat cardio- 
_ vaseular disease and respiratory 
complaints. For relief of coughs and 
whee associated with bronchi- 


ichOpped thyme in a litle honey, 
Take mixture orally as needed to 
sooth inflamed lungs and airways. 
Honey is also known for pre- 
venting hay fever. Honey contains 
grains of pollen: that, over time, may 
have a desensiti; 
it useful ae the relief of oie 


izing effect making — 


Hay fever sufferers are advised to 
eat honey that has been harvested 
locally. 

Finally, a thin coat of honey can 
be applied to heal minor skin 
wounds and chapped lips. Also, 
applied externally, honey is useful 
for healing minor cuts and abra- 
sions by drawing excess water from 
tissues and reducing swelling. In 
addition, honey contains a germ 
killing substance called inhibited, 
which helps prevent infections. 
Spread honey directly on the wound 
and cover with a sterile bandage. 


The principle elements of 


honey consist of simple sugars and 
glucose. Other ingredients include 
water, pollen, organic acids, 
enzymes and various proteins. 
Honey provides a healthful pick- 
me-up. The glucose and fructose in 
honey have been predigested by the 
bees that produced it. These simple 
sugars are quickly and_ easily 


absorbed in the human digestive 


tract, and they have an overall 
soothing effect. 

Honey may be a healthy treat, 
but take care when using as a sweet- 
ener: Just tablespoon of honey 

es, compared to 46 

in granulated sugar, reports 

the Complete Guide for Natural 
Healing. 

Many kinds of honey are avail- 
able. The consistency, eae 


flowers from which — 

their honey. This idea is s 

wine and how its characteristics are 
derived from the berries from which 
they are pressed. Look for honey 
that has produced by beekeepers 


who do not feed their re 


or harmful pesticides. - 


How you cookin’? 


Let us know and send your 


recipes to the Kitchen Bell 
obsever@necc.mass.edu 


Hot & fiery chicken with 
vegetable kabobs and rice 


A little spice in your 
life without the use 
of a barbecue 


By KRISTIN BELL 
Health & Happiness Editor 


I love anything that has been 
fired up on the grill. A little crispy 
coating is just the added boost of fla- 
vor that any meat tastes better with. 

Now that the grill is sitting idle, 
covered outside, it does not mean 
that barbecued meals aren’t manage- 
able. If the barbecue sauce is flavor- 
ful, the barbecue feeling will come 
through even if cooked in the oven. 

The following is a simple recipe 
for a complete meal. You may 
choose any vegetables you like for 


the kabobs. In addition, any type of 


rice will work well. Other than the 
hour the chicken needs to marinade, 
this recipe takes about a half an hour 
to prepare. 

This is healthy fast food. You can 
have it prepared with seasoning you 
like, the way you like it and with less 
fat. And prepared by you it contains 
far less preservatives (the chemicals 


put in food so it has a longer shelf 


life). 

Fresh ingredients contain more 
vitamins and minerals than 
processed food, a detail t more valu- 
able to us than shelf life longevity. 


Ingredients: 


6 tablespoons (tbsp.), 
clear honey 

2 red chili, deseeded and 
finely chopped 

2 tbsp. Worcester sauce 

2 tbsp. distilled vinegar 

| tbsp. fresh sage, chopped 

Salt and freshly ground black 
pepper (for seasoning) 

4 skinless chicken breast 

1 red pepper cut into large 
kabob-size pieces 

| zucchini cut into pieces 

1 red onion cut into pieces 

1 cup of rice 


Directions: 


Preheat oven to 350 degrees F. 
Mix together the honey, chili, 
Worcester sauce and distilled vine- 
gar. Add the sage and season with 
salt and pepper. Score the chicken 


= 


breasts 3 times diagonally across. 


Place in a non-metallic, ovenproof 


dish and cover with honey mixture. 
Refrigerate and leave marinade for | 
hour. 

Meanwhile make vegetable 
kabobs, threading on piece of pepper, 
one slice of onion, and one zucchini. 
Repeat until kabob is filled with veg- 
etables. Put the chicken in the oven 
and cook for 20-30 minutes, basting 
2-3 times during cooking. The chick- 
en is cooked when the juices run 
clear. 


Cook the rice according to the 
pack instructions. Next brush a pan 
or griddle, with a little oil and cook 
vegetables until tender and char- 
grilled, turning frequently. When 
cooked, remove chicken from the 
oven transfer to a plate and cover 
with tin foil to keep warm. Pour the 
juices and remaining sauce into a 
small saucepan, reduce by half over 
low heat. Next, drain the rice. 

To serve, divide the rice onto 
serving plates. Place one chicken 
breast on top of the rice; place 2 
kabobs sticks crossed on top of the 
chicken. Pour the sauce over the 
kabobs and serve. This recipe serves 
four. 


The hfe of a middle 
child in a BIG family 


Life in the middle; 
dilemmas that lead 
to independence 


By ERIN METCALF 
Contributing Reporter 


Have you ever had that day when 
you just feel like slamming your 
head against the wall because a fam- 
ily member is stressing you out? 

I know we all have, but most of 
you don’t have four sisters and para- 
noid parents. 

Well, I do. I’m Erin, the middle 
child of five girls. To understand 
what my life is really like, let’s look 
back for a little bit. It was nice for a 
while; I was the baby of the family 
for five years and pretty much got 
everything | wanted. 

Then of course two more kids 
pop out of my mom and things 
change. I had to share a room with 
my older sisters and have them tor- 
ture me every day and listen to the 
two younger ones whine. 

My parents of course are over- 
protective and barely let me do any- 
thing back then. I saw my first horror 
flick at the age of 18. That’s right, 
18! 

My mother is the worse of the 
two. She won’t even let me back her 


car out of our driveway because she 
doesn’t think anyone but her and my 
dad can. She barely lets me cook 
anything, and she thinks I’m nuts if I 
want to hang out by myself 

My dad on the other hand is usu- 
ally OK with most things until we get 


to the subject of 
dating, which I 
guess is normal for 
a dad and_ his 
daughter. He’s 
always liked my 
boyfriend Cory, but 
he wouldn’t leave 
our sights for a 
minute until he 
noticed we _ had 
been dating for a 
year. 

It’s been a year 
and eight months 
now and my dad 
will leave for hours 
at a time and not 
worry about what’s 
going on. 

My sisters are 
all different in some 
ways, but typically 
my oldest sister 
looks out for me 
and we get along 
best. The one clos- 
est in age to me 
always argues with 
me, and the two 
youngest I just find as annoying as 
anyone could be. 

Maybe this is why I’m always 
out and never come home except to 
sleep. Well maybe they’ Il get normal 
eventually, or at least I hope so, if not 
I'll just take over Cory’s couch. 
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Is the NFL too rough? 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


Lately, the National Football 
League has been cracking down 
cn violence. Recent hits that have 
put some players out of action are 
earning the players who commit- 
ted the blows hefty fines. 

The basis of this recent con- 
troversy is valid. The league is 
making sure that its players are 
protected against potential career 
ending injuries. However, what’s 
starting to happen is some hits 
that don’t warrant penalties are 
being scrutinized, and it brings up 
the question of how hard is too 
hard? 

After all this is football, a 
sport in which contact is the name 
of the game. If the NFL wants to 
cut down on bone crunching hits 
then it should stop using them as 
a marketing tool. 

Video stores all over the 
country are filled with highlight 
tapes of containing brutal hit after 
brutal hit. The league won’t get 
very far with this new train of 
thought if it continues to reap the 
benefits of the very acts being 
rebelled. 

What needs to happen is for 
the powers that be in the NFL to 
get together and put down on 
paper what exactly too violent is. 

Until then no fines, especially 
those in excess of $75,000, 
should be deemed appropiate. 


By GAYLE SIMONE 
Editor 


The NFL has been handing out 
large fines lately for helmet-to-hel- 
met hits. While safety is important, 
how exactly are the defensive ends 
and safeties supposed to make a 
tackle? 

They are taught to never go for 
the knees so their next option is the 
chest area. The problem is when 
you aim for the chest area; you usu- 
ally lead with your upper body. The 
wide receivers and running backs 
tend to lower their body when they 
are going to be hit so they can pro- 
tect the ball. 

So, what do you think happens 
when the two players collide? 

There is unnecessary rough- 
ness, but it is part of the game. 

The players are not going out 
there with intent to injure; hitting is 
part of the game. 

I understand the NFL wants the 
players to be safe, but there are 
some parts of the game you can’t 
control, even if you are on the field. 

This is one of the most physical 
sports in the world. That’s why 
they wear so many pads. Even if 
your opponent doesn’t put you out 
of commission, the frozen turf can. 

Fines for $75,000 is a bit much, 
while the hit was brutal and bone 
crunching it was not intentional 
and it is very much a part of the 
game. 


Bills a 


NBA tip off 2002-03 


By the time 
you read this 
the 2002-03 
NBA _ season 
will be well 
under way. But 
since the new 
campaign Is 
still relatively 
new | thought 
we could dis- 
CUSS ara atew 
interesting storylines to keep abreast 
on over the course of the round ball 
season. 

First off, a lot of writers and 
commentators are predicting that this 
could be the year that Sacramento 
finally upends the almighty Lakers. 
The three time defending champions 
will be without all-world center 
Shaquille O’Neal (toe) and veteran 
forward Rick Fox (suspended) for 
the first few weeks, but something 
tells me Kobe Bryant is more than 
capable of holding the fort down in 
their absence. 

Furthermore, the Kings aren’t the 
only challengers to the throne, Tim 
Duncan and the San Antonio Spurs 
have more than proven they have 
what it takes to bring the title home, 
not to mention the Dallas Mavericks, 
led by Steve Nash, Dirk Nowitzki 


and Michael Finley, have all the right 
pieces to fit complete the champi- 
onship puzzle, and that’s just the 
Western Conference. 

Here in the East, New Jersey has 
upgraded their squad that reached the 
NBA Finals last May with the addi- 
tions of center Dikembe Mutombo 
and sixth-man Rodney Rogers. 

The freshly unpacked New 
Orleans Hornets return most of their 


Sapiens nee REE 


Tracy McGrady is 
approaching the sta- 
tus of “NBA Elite.” 


playoff team, including budding All- 
Star Baron Davis. 

Here in New England, Celtics 
fans are still scratching their heads 
over the off-season trade that brought 
Vin Baker to Boston in exchange for 
a rash of players including point 
guard Kenny Anderson. 

The method to the madness 
became a little clearer last month 
when C’s owner Paul Gaston sold the 


team to a group of Boston based 
businessmen. Although never openly 
admitted, many believe the move 
was strictly money related and had 
nothing to do with basketball. 
Profitable? Yes, to Paul Gaston the 
FORMER owner of the Celtics. 

The Washington Wizards are a 
very interesting team. Michael 
Jordan will play an unfamiliar role as 
the sixth man. However, his contri- 
butions as a leader and mentor for 
one of the youngest teams in the 
league will be invaluable. 

Along with big men Duncan and 
Shaq and all-around threat Bryant, 
Tracy McGrady is approaching the 
status of “NBA Elite.” 

The Orlando Magic guard had a 
breakout year in 2001-02, and the 
presence of a healthy Grant Hill will 
only help T-Mac. 

All in all this should be a very 
exciting season for all fans of the 
NBA, and as far as all you who have 
written the league off it would be 

well worth your while. 

Now with ESPN broadcasting 
games on Wednesday and Friday, the 
overall coverage of the league is at an 
all-time high. 

TNT also does an excellent job 
of bringing the NBA into your living 
room every Tuesday and Thursday. 
Commentators Charles Barkley, 
Kenny Smith and Ernie Johnsomn 
are among the best in the business. 


Angels deserving champs 


Congratulations 
to the Anaheim 
Angels for winning 
the 2002 World 
Series. The Angles 
were a true joy to 
— watch throughout 
» the playoffs as they 
dismantled the 
Yankees, Twins and 
played a_ tough 
series with the Giants. 

In game 6 they showed more 
heart than Valentine’s Day as they 
overcame a five run deficit late in 
the game (somewhere Calvin 
Schiraldi and Bob Stanley are smil- 
ing). 

The Angels scrappy play truly 


embodies what baseball is all about 
manufacturing runs and playing the 
game ina fundamentally sound man- 
ner. 

Which begs the question: why 
can’t the Red Sox get players like 
David Eckstein? Oh wait a minute, 
that’s right the Sox waived him. 
Good move guys must’ve been busy 
checking if there were any more 
Tony Clarks available. God the Sox 
kill me. 

The World Series is probably my 
favorite sporting event but there is a 
suggestion I would like to make. 
MLB should make the effort to make 
it a “true” World Series by playing 
the Japanese champion in a best of 5 
series. Japanese baseball players 
have proven that they can hang with 
the best in baseball. Ichiro Suzuki, 
Kaz Sasaki and Hideo Nomo are just 


a few of the Japanese players that 
have excelled at baseball’s highest 
level. So why not include the 
Japanese champion in a real World 
Series? If baseball is truly interested 
in making their sport international 
like the NBA has, then they should 
make this a top priority. 

Sure this might mean November 
games in Yankee stadium but you 
can always cut the gap in between 
the American series. There is no rea- 
son why fans should have to wait 5 
days for the World Series to begin. 
Make the move Bud! I can’t wait to 
see the Yomuiri Giants play the 
Anaheim Angels. 

Until next time, keep your eyes 
and ears open. If you would like to 
contribute a rant or rave to this col- 
umn, please send your statement to 
GEMATOS@Yahoo.com. 
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NECC basketball starts new season with line-up changes 


Mens and womens 
hoops face new 
season with new faces 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


Lady Knights 


Basketball season is upon us 
here at NECC with both the men’s 
and women’s teams gearing up for 
exciting seasons. 

A new look comes over both 
squads with new players and new 
coaches. The school was proud to 
announce earlier this month that 
Mark Bogdansky would be serving 
as the new head coach of the Lady 
Knights. 

Bogdansky has extensive coach- 
ing experience including stints as a 
head coach at both The Maimonides 
School in Brookline and The Frisch 
School in Paramus, NJ. 

“lve been coaching for years 
and I saw a good opportunity,” said 
Bogdansky. 


Gone from last year’s champi- 
onship squad are star guard Crystal 
Clegg and stand-out forward Laura 
Fallavollita. 

Even though Bogdansky would 
love to still have the two, this year’s 
team isn’t hurting for veteran lead- 
ership. 

The Lady Knights will be lead 
by sophomore forward Amanda 
Ducharme, the 2000-01 Observer 
Female Athlete of the Year. 
Ducharme was a key element in 
NECC’s MCCAC _ tournament 
championship last season. 

A new face on the roster will be 
volleyball standout Charlotte 
Gulezian who will give the team a 
solid athletic presence at the guard 
position. 

Bogdansky has been pleased 
with the girl’s effort at this point in 
the season, “The girls are all upbeat 
they come down every night ready to 
play.” 

“T think we’ll be all right,” con- 
tinued the new coach. “All the girls 
have played ball before.” 

The Lady Knights play their 
home opener Nov. 7 against Bunker 
Hill. 


—_——_¢6— 


I think welll be all right. All the girls have 


played ball before.” 


—Mark Bogdansky 


Men’s Team 


Darren Stratton’s men’s basket- 
ball team will also be going through 
quite a bit of change this season. 

Gone from a year ago are leading 
scorers and team leaders Jay Avant 
and Nate Proulx two players that in 
essence can’t be replaced. 

However, the Knights return 
four players from last year’s 15-11 
squad including starters Fabio 
Matias, Elvin Reynoso and Briston 
Murphy. 


The Knights bring a few promis- 
ing newcomers to the table including 
6-foot-3-inch Greg Duncan of 
Nashoba Tech who was a 1,000- 
point scorer in high school. 

Ruben Perez of Lawrence will 
bring some offense to the Knights 
backcourt, the 6-foot guard averaged 
20.9 points per game last year for 
Greater Lawrence. 

The Knights will play their home 
opener Novy. 7 against Bunker Hill at 
7 p.m. 

Coach Stratton’s team started the 
season on a high note winning the 


New Hampshire Tech. Invitional. 

The Knights defeated the host 
NHT in the finals on Saturday Nov. 
2 to claim the championship. 

Both teams will play extremely 
competitive schedules. 

The Lady Knights will take on 
the Harvard JV team Nov. 19 in 
what should be a good test for the 
team. 

The Men will take on the usual 
suspects including Mass _ Bay, 
Bunkerhill and Massasoit. 

Reynoso, Murphy and Matias 
will no doubt look forward to show- 
downs with powerhouse Roxbury on 
Dec. 3 and Jan. 14. 

The Tigers ended the Knights 
season last March in the NJCAA 
regionals. 

In the off-season Roxbury was 
featured in Dime. Magazine, an up 
and coming basketball publication, 
in astory detailing many of the 
Tigers players struggles while grow- 
ing up in inner-city Boston. 

NECC will play all its home 
games at the Sport and Fitness 
Center located on the Haverhill can- 
pus. 

Admission is free so go out and 
support your team. 


Top Ten football players of all-time: #’s 6 and 5 


By TIM SILVA 
Sports Editor 


No player in the history of the 
NFL struck fear into the heart of his 


opponents quite like Dick Butkus. 

Over the course ‘of his nine-year 
career Butkus was all-NFL seven 
times and played in the Pro Bowl 
eight times. 

As a rookie in 1965, Butkus set a 
team record with six fumble recover- 
ies. When he retired following the 
1973 season, he owned the NFL 
record for opponents’ fumbles recov- 
ered with 25. In 1970, a panel of NFL 
coaches voted Butkus the player they 
would start with if they were building 
a new team from scratch. 

The 6-foot-3-inch, 245-pound 
linebacker was the cornerstone of a 
vaunted Chicago Bears defense. For 
eight straight years Butkus led the 
Monsters of the Midway in tackles, 
averaging 120 tackles and 58 assists 
a season, recording a career-high 18 
sacks in 1967. 

If it wasn’t for numerous knee 
injuries, there’s no telling what 
Butkus would have ended up with for 
career numbers. 

“When I went out on the field to 
warm up, I would manufacture things 
to make me mad,” Butkus told 
ESPN. “If someone on the other team 
was laughing, I’d pretend he was 
laughing at me or the Bears. I’d find 
something to get mad about. It 
always worked for me.” 

Butkus is in both the college and 
pro hall of fames, a very impressive 
feat in itself. In 1995 he was named 
to the NFL’s all time team. 

In his era of playing, nobody held 
a candle to #51 when it came to 
intensity and ferocity. The impres- 
sion Butkus left on football can best 
be summed up by the words of Green 
Bay Packers running back 
MacArthur Lane, “If I had a choice, 
I’d sooner go one-on-one with a griz- 
zly bear.” 

Enough said. 


Montana vs. Unitas. Payton vs. 


Brown. Butkus vs: Taylor. The 
debates over who is the best at a 
given position are always heated and 
opinionated, but not to many people 
would argue who the best receiver in 
the history of football is. 

Jerry Rice holds 14 different 
NFL records, including most recep- 
tions, receiving yards and _ total 
touchdowns. The ageless wonder 
also has appeared in 12 Pro Bowls 
and was selected to the NFL’s 75th 
Anniversary Team. 

A virtual unknown out of 
Division I] Mississippi Valley State, 
Rice made his presence known 
immediately in his rookie year with 
the San Francisco 49ers. Rice set a 
team record for rookies with 927 
receiving yards, and registered his 
first 200-yard game with 10 recep- 
tions for 241 yards against the L.A. 
Rams. 

Rice won his first and only NFL 
MVP award in 1987, while leading 
the league with 23 touchdowns. The 
next year, the 49ers captured their 
first of three Super Bowls with Rice, 
who won game MVP setting Super 
Bowl records with 215 yards on 11 
receptions. 

Rice set another Super Bowl 
record the following year with three 
receiving touchdowns as the Niners 
demolished Denver. 

Rice had the luxury of catching 
passes from two of the best quarter- 
backs in league history, Joe Montana 
and Steve Young. 

Rice won-his last title with San 
Francisco in 1994. His only with 
Young as the starter,. 

Rice signed with the Oakland 
Raiders following the 2000 season 
and in two years with the team has 


formed a dangerous duo with fellow _ | 


veteran receiver Tim Brown. 
The legendary #80 has a spot set 


aside in Canton at the Hall of Fame 


once he decides to hang up his cleats. 
But until then expect to see plenty 
more touchdowns from the best pass 
catcher in NFL history. 
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Artist, Dan Hampton, depicts the intensity of Bears linebacker, Dick Butkus (left). Butkus on the field for 
the Bears (right). 
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Future hall of famer, Jerry Rice, has caught passes for the San Francisco 49ers and the Oakland Raiders. 
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alloween party gets fre 
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Could it be... Keith Richards?!?! 


Spider.webs and fangs are part of the hottest fall fashions. 


